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Introduction and first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter ll0, by
changing Article 500 - Signs: Title and Contents; to remove Article 502 -
Billboard Regulations and Article 504 - Sign Regulations and to adopt a
new Article 505 (Sign Regulations); and if supported, set the public
hearing for second reading and possible adoption of the ordinance on
October 13,2015 at 6:00 p.m. (Al1 Commission Districts.)

SUMMARY

The Washoe County Commission will introduce and hold the first reading of an

ordinance amending Washoe County Code (WCC) Chapter 110 (Development Code) at

Article 500 - Signs: Title and Contents; and to remove Article 502 - Billboard
Regulations and Article 504 - Sign Regulations. These amendments will repeal Articles
502 and 504 and replace them with Article 505 (Signs) which will involve a wholesale
change to the sign provision of Washoe County.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Proactive economic
development and diversification.

PREYIOUS ACTION

On July 7, 2015 the Planning Commission reviewed the draft sigr code and

recommended approval of the proposed draft by a vote of 4 in favor and I opposed. The
Planning Commission recorlmended a change to the draft as presented by staff that the
allowable height for Electronic Message Display (digital) signs be increased from 6 feet
to 12 feet in height.

On June 9,2015 The Board of County Commissioners (Board) directed staff to limit the
size of Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism (RRTT) signs to a maximum of 450
square feet and to define billboards as any sign larger than 450 square feet. The Board
also directed staffto provide better definition of large scale entertainment uses as 1,000
people per event.

AGENDA ITEM T PT
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On April 28,2015, the Board was asked to provide direction to staffwith regard to the
RRTT signs. The Board asked staff to prepare better definitions for "large scale projects"
and "billboards" and return to the Board for furilrer direction.

On August 26, 2014, the Board acknowledged receipt of an update on the status of the
Washoe County's sign code amendment process (Washoe County Code Chapter 110,
Article 502, Billboard Regulations and Article 504, Sign Regulations).

BACKGROT]ND

Content Neutrality
Staff has attempted to follow the direction of the Board in ensuring, to the greatest
practical extent, that the proposed code is content neutral, meaning signs are regulated
without regard to the content of their message. Signs are protected under the First
Amendment "Free Speech" clause of the United States Constitution. So-called "content-
based" regulations have generally been reviewed by state and federal courts under the
"strict scrutiny" judicial standard. Strict scrutiny means that the Code must further a
compelling govemmental interest and must be narrowly tailored to achieve that interest in
order to regulate the content of signage. Many sign codes throughout the Country that
have been determined to be "content-based" have been found to be unconstitutional under
that standard. Thus although there is case law in this jurisdiction that has upheld
ordinances against First Amendment challenge even though they distinguish between on-
premise and off-premise commercial signs, a more conservative content neutral approach
is proposed in the hopes of reducing the risk of a successful constitutional challenge.

Code Simplicity

A fundamental objective pursued by staff when drafting the proposed Sign Code
regulations was to create a code that is easy to read and understand both for the citizens
of Washoe County as well as for staff. Staff is pleased with the simplicity of the final
(draft) product. In stark contrast with the current code, the proposed draft is written in
plain English and is constructed in a format that is easy to follow. The existing code
requires the reader to flip between multiple sections of the Article in order to determine
the required sign regulations. Due to the complex nature of signage, the draft code will
still require some cross-referencing but is far simpler to use than the current code. In fact,
nearly all applicable standards for signage for most uses are found in a single table in the
proposed code (Table 505.1).

Billboards

Staff is proposing to combine existing Article 502, Billboard Regulations, with existing
Article 504, Sign Regulations, into the new Article 505, Sign Regulations, and reduce the
billboard specific regulations to one paragraph (as previously directed by the Board of
County Commissioners) that states the following:

(Section 1 I 0. 505.70, Definitions)
"Billboard" means any sign larger thon 450 square feet and/or identffied in the
most current billboord inventory list as maintained by the Washoe County
Community Services Department. The total number of permitted billboards is
determined by the most current billboard inventory adopted by resolution by the
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Board of County Cornmissioners and maintained by the Washoe County
Community Services Department.

The existing code language (Article 502, Billboard Regulations) contains 14 pages of
regulations for billboards which is misleading and confusing as it contains regulations for
allowed locations, size, height, and other criteria but also contains language that prohibits
all new billboards. Section 110.505.35, Prohibited Signs, and Section 110.505.65,
Billboards, of the proposed code will result in the same billboard restrictions without the
misleading and confusing code language. The proposed Code does not allow for
construction of any new billboards.

Exhibit C of this staff report is a recently completed draft inventory of all existing
billboards in unincorporated Washoe County. According to this draft inventory, Washoe

County has experienced a steady and consistent reduction in the number of billboards in
recent years. According to the latest draft inventory, there are 30 billboards in the
unincorporated portion of Washoe County and staff expects this trend of billboard
reduction to continue with the adoption of this proposed Sign Code.

Staff spent many hours diligently photographing and locating billboards in
unincorporated Washoe County to update the Billboard Inventory adopted by the County
Commission on December 10, 2002. The Billboard Inventory is maintained by the
Planning and Development Division. The inventory was updated, as much as possible, to
remove billboards no longer located in the unincorporated County, to remove signs

classified as "off premise" in the current Code which will no longer be considered as a

billboard in the proposed Code, and to correct parcel information, property owners, and

sign company contacts for each individual billboard. This update process has been

ongoing since November 2013 and was completed in order to accompany the Sign Code

amendment update. Billboards found to no longer be within the unincorporated County
include several along Interstate 80 East located on the parcels recently transferred to
Storey County; billboards removed as the result of new development, damaged by natural
occurrences, or removed by a property owner; and, billboards on property now located
within the City of Reno or the City of Sparks. Staff will ask the County Commission to
adopt the draft Billboard Inventory by resolution concurrent with the action to review and

adopt the proposed Sign Code.

Regulation of Signs Based on the Use of the Property Rather than on Regulatory
Zone

Article 505 proposes to regulate signage based on the use of the property rather than the
regulatory zone of the property. The current code regulates signage based on a property's
adopted regulatory zone and this method has resulted in a number of complications and
problems. Specifically, this current method provides a "one size fits all" approach that
leads to incompatible signage as well as difficulty in establishing appropriate signage
where necessary. One such example of this problem results whenever a civic use such as

a school, church, community center, etc. is established in a residential zone; these civic
uses require more signage flexibility than the current sign code regulations for a

residential zone allows. The proposed code resolves this problem by tailoring the
allowable signage to the established use of the property. In order to accomplish this
method, staffhas carefully considered each of the allowable uses in table 110.302.05.1 of



Washoe County Commission Meeting of September 22, 2015
Page 4 of9

the Development Code and has assigned each of these to one of the nine "principal use
types" defined in Section 505.20 of the proposed Sign Code regulations.

Tables 505.1 and 505.2

Article 505 includes two regulatory tables that provide the sign regulations for the
allowable sign size, height, and quantity for each property based on the established
principal use type on the property. The intent of the proposed sign regulations is to direct
users of the code to these tables as the first place to look when determining appropriate
sign standards. Each table fits on a single page that facilitates ease of use and reduces
confusion by establishing a single source (section) for regulations rather than searching
multiple sections within the Article when determining the sign standards for most types
of signs. An additional benefit of these tables is that they condense multiple pages of
complicated text into one and a half pages of easy to understand tables. Table 505.1
regulates permanent signs whether free-standing or attached to a building. Table 505.1
also establishes which signs may require an administrative permit or a special use permit
and which signs may be permiued by right. Similarly, Table 505.2 serves the same
function for temporary signs.

Counsel has recommended that an additional accommodation be incorporated into the
table in order to allow at least some signage on properties that have no established
principal use. One idea would be to allow those properties to have the same amount of
signage as a single family residential property. This would avoid a general prohibition on
signage on those properties.

Election Period Signs

The importance of free speech is particularly significant during election periods. Under
existing code election period signs are regulated as o'temporary signs" which are allowed
up to 128 square feet in size on any privately owned property with some restrictions.
These signs are allowed for only 100 consecutive days, or until the event occurs, in the
existing code. Article 505, as proposed, provides considerable allowances for election
period signs and specifies the timeframe that these signs can be erected beginning on the
first day of filing for, and ends 10 days after, an election. No building permits are
proposed to be required for election period signs. Proposed new regulations for election
period signs will include no lighting/illumination and restricting signs in specific
locations, generally those locations where the signs may create ahazardto the public.

Temporary and Real Estate Signs

The temporary sign regulations within the existing Sign Code (Article 504) are confusing
and contradictory. For example, it is unclear whether the maximum size for a residential
real estate sign is four square feet or 128 square feet, depending on how the code is
interpreted. Thus, the allowable square footage for a residential real estate sign is either
too restrictive or too lenient. It is also unclear whether areal estate sign can be erected for
a maximum of 100 days or indefinitely. This lack of clarity has resulted in differences in
interpretation and has made consistency of enforcement difficult.
Similar to the existing regulations for permanent signs, the existing regulations for
temporary signs utilize a "one size fits all" approach regardless of the use of the land. It is
necessary, under the current regulatory approach, to read the message on the sign to
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determine what standards might apply for a particular sign. Again, this subjects the
County to the o'strict scrutiny" standard ofjudicial review.

Conversely, proposed Article 505 offers clarity and simplicity and more importantly, it
provides temporary sign regulations that are both flexible and appropriate for the use of
the property on which the sign will be located. Proposed Article 505 also provides
specific standards for signage during the time period in which a property is advertised for
sale or lease. Table 505.2, of the proposed code, provides clear regulations regarding size
and height for temporary signs, regardless of the message that may be presented. The
proposed standards have been well received by representatives of the real estate industry
and interested county residents.

Consistency

Staffhas received clear direction from the County Commission to provide sign standards
and regulations that are consistent with the sign standards of the neighboring jurisdictions
to the best practical extent. It is understood that the nature and character of Washoe
County is different from the cities and therefore the signage needs of the three
jurisdictions will differ as Washoe County is primarily rural and suburban in nature while
the cities are primarily urban in nature. Also, staffhas gone to great lengths to ensure that
the proposed sign regulations do not difler greatly from the existing regulations, in those
cases in which clear standards are found in the existing code. It is important that Washoe
County does not create a flood of nonconforming signs upon adoption of new sign
regulations. For these reasons Washoe County's Sign Code regulations should not mirror
those of Reno and Sparks; however, the proposed code will provide a good deal of
consistency in several areas including, among other things, the method of determining the
brightness of electronic signs, sign area computations, and allowable window area
signage. The consistency among local jurisdictions will benefit the sign industry and
those who must deal with the sign codes on a regular basis.

Sign Area Computation

Not all signs are placed within a clearly defined frame or square/rectangular cabinet. This
can create some difficulties trying to calculate the allowable sign display area. The
existing code language asks for an average height times the average width of a sign that is
not within a clearly defined frame or cabinet. Unfortunately, this method does not
provide much direction and leads to differences in interpretation and therefore differences
in calculations. The new method proposed in the draft code allows for the utilization of
different geometric shapes (circles, rectangles and right triangles). This method provides
for the simple calculation of signage and staff has provided a series of graphics [at
section 505.15(c)l within Article 505 to help illustrate this calculation method.

Electronic Message Displays (Digitat Signs)

An electronic message display (EMD) sign is defined in the proposed draft code as "a
sign that is capable of displaying words, symbols, figures or images that can be

electronically or mechanically changed by remote or automatic means". These signs are

currently allowed under the existing code with very few restrictions on height, size,
placement or brightness. In fact, the existing code allows for large/bright electronic signs
that also permit video or animation. The proposed code will allow EMD signs, but will
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greatly restrict the size, manner and place of this style of sign. Some of the proposed
restrictions within the draft Sign Code regulations that are not in the existing code include
restricting the height of EMD signs to a maximum of 12 feet (as recommended by the
Planning Commission), limiting EMD's to commercial centers and civic use type,
imposing lighting/illumination standards, restricting EMD's to properties that abut a four
lane travel way, imposing buffers from residential zones and from other EMD's, and
prohibiting EMD's from locating along scenic corridors. Some of these restrictions do
not apply for signage within the proposed Regional. Recreational. Travel and Tourism

[RRTT] use type (see discussion on this use type below).

Sign Lighting Standards

The existing Sign Code allows Electronic Message Display (EI{D) signs, but there
currently are no restrictions or limitations to the allowable brightness of these signs. The
proposed Sign Code regulations propose to use a standard that is the preferred method by
the sign industry and is commonly used by neighboring jurisdictions. Additionally, this
proposed method of brightness measurement is consistent with the recently adopted City
of Sparks Sign Code which was supported by Scenic Nevada.

Article 505 proposes to regulate EMD sign illumination through an illumination
measurement method utilizing a light meter and by measuring the illumination of the sign
from a distance that is calculated by taking the square root of the area of the sign times
100. This method of measuring light is utilized by many jurisdictions throughout the
country and is consistent with the illumination measurement methods used by the City of
Reno for billboards and the City of Sparks for both signs and billboards. Staff and the
sign code working group have spent a good deal of time discussing this measurement
method and have come to a general consensus that this is the appropriate method to
recommend.

The proposed measurement method is found in section I10.505.30(k) as provided below:

"EMDs shall not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.3 foot candles above

ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle meter at a pre-set distance. The

pre-set distonces to measure the foot-candles is calculated using the following
formula: Measurement Distance :

@".
Representatives from the Scenic Nevada organization, on the other hand, prefer an
altemative method of measuring luminance with the use of a "nit gun" (sometimes called
a'ophotometer"), which is defined as an instrument that measures light intensity in terms
of luminance.

Representatives from Scenic Nevada have been very active participants in the drafting of
the proposed sign code and have been very vocal in their preference for Washoe County
to adopt a measurement standard that utilizes luminance (lumens) rather than illuminance
(foot candles) as proposed by staff. On February 24,2015, staffmet with representatives
of Scenic Nevada to discuss the two potential measurement standards and as a result of
that meeting staff agreed to include the standards provided by Scenic Nevada as a
possible option within the staff report and provide information and supporting materials
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for both measurement methods when the proposed sign code appears before the Planning
Commission and County Commissioners.

The lighting measurement method proposed in the draft sign code as well as the method
proposed by Scenic Nevada (see Exhibit D) both appear to have their benefits and their
drawbacks. In keeping with the direction from the County Commissioners to maintain
consistency with the neighboring jurisdictions, staffis recommending the adoption of the
generally accepted standard of illuminance (foot candles) used by the industry as well as

the cities of Reno and Sparks, which are the regulations within the draft Sign Code

regulations.

Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism @RTT) Use Type and Associated
Signage

A principal theme of the proposed Sign Code regulations is the importance of regulating
signage based on what is existing on the property (principal use type) rather than what
could potentially be established on the property (regulatory zoning). The nature of certain
uses will require more signage than other uses. For this reason, commercial use types are

granted more and larger signs than residential use types. Similarly, use types that attract
significant numbers of the public from within the region and from outside the region also

have a need for more and larger signage. Staff has identified a limited number of uses

that fit this category of use type in which larger signs may be necessary. This category of
principal use type is identified in the draft code as a "Regional, Recreational, Travel and

Tourism" (RRTT) use type and it is defined at section 505.20(0 of the proposed Sign
Code regulations as follows:

"Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism" refers to large-scale entertainment
uses intended to attract crowds of 1,000 people or more per event ond also
include unlimited gaming facilities that attract visitors from both inside and
outside of the immediate region of Washoe County. Such use types may include:
Casinos with Unlimited Gaming and Outdoor Entertoinment venues.

The number of uses that fit the RRTT use type definition above is very limited in Washoe

County. There are only a small number of these uses in the unincorporated Washoe

County that staff is aware of at this time that meet this definition. Also, there are a
number of findings (criteria) provided in section 505.40(c) of the draft code that would
further limit the number of RRTT signs that could be established. Some of these criteria
include locational requirements such as being located immediately adjacent to an

interstate highway having at least four travel lanes; regulatory zoning requirements that
limit the placement of RRTT signs to properties with a regulatory zone of lndustrial,
General Commercial, or Tourist Commercial; and a distancing requirement of at least

500 linear feet of such signs from a residential regulatory zone. Any request for an RRTT
sign that exceeds the allowable sign size as provided in Table 505.1 of the proposed Sign
Code would require a special use permit to be heard directly by the County
Commissioners.

Sign Code Workins Group and Public Involvement

Signage, by its nature, is a polarizing topic with many different positions and points of
view. ln drafting the proposed sign code, staff has striven to balance many competing
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interests from diverse groups having very different points of view. For this reason, the
County Commissioners directed staff to form a working group to work through these
issues with staff and to help create the proposed sign code as drafted. The Sign Code
Working Group was comprised of representatives from the sign industry, the real estate
industry, the planning profession, Scenic Nevada, the Citizen Advisory Boards, and the
Planning Commission. Staff has hosted a total of 16 meetings with the Sign Code
Working Group.

As is always the case in these processes, differences of opinion abound. In addition to
altemative approaches to the lighting measurement method discussed above, opponents
of the proposed code also disagree with the elimination of distinctions between on-
premise and off-premise signage (content neutrality) in the proposed code. Some argue
that this will result in the proliferation of new signage, including new commercial signage
that Washoe County could have to pay compensation for, pursuant to NRS 278.0215, if
any future code changes were to require their removal. If the proposed Code is adopted,
the distinction between billboards and signs (non-billboards) will be made clearer and the
allowable size and number of signs for future commercial uses will be reduced. Further,
the proposed Code has been drafted to ensure that most existing signs will remain
conforming, as was the direction of the County Commission.

Unfortunately, it was not possible to completely satisft all participants' specific interests
and opinions at the conclusion of the working group's efforts. However, the draft sign
code has received general consensus from most of the individuals who have participated
in this process including the Sign Code Working Group, the affendees of the community
workshops, and the Citizen Advisory Boards.

In addition to the Sign Code Working Group, staff hosted two community workshops and
has attended several Citizen Advisory Board meetings including meeting twice with the
South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley Citizen Advisory Board and once with Spanish
Springs Citizen Advisory Board. These events were well attended and in the opinion of
stafi the responses from the community to the proposed draft code have been well
received. The notes from many of these events as well as correspondence from the public
are available on the Planning and Development website at:
https://vwwv.washoecounty.us/csd/planning and_development/board_commission/planni
ng commission/20 I 5/fi les/DCA I 4-009%20Correspondence.pdf

WCC Section 110.818.15(e) requires the Board of County Commissioners to affirm,
modifr or reject the findings of fact made by the Planning Commission during the
Board's final action of any Development Code Amendment. The Board may also add any
other findings of fact that they deem to be relevant as part of their final action. The four
findings of fact made at the Planning Commission during their recommendation for
approval of DCA14-009 are included with Resolution l5-7 (Attachment B). Those
findings of fact, and staffs comments on those findings as contained in the Planning
Commission staffreport for the Jluly 7,2015 meeting are included below:

1. Consistency with Master Plan. The proposed Development Code amendment is
in substantial compliance with the policies and action programs of the Washoe
County Master Plan.
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Sta.f comment: The proposed sign code is consistent with the policies and action
programsfound in the Washoe County Master Plan.

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code. The proposed Development
Code amendment will not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare,
and will promote the original purposes for the Development Code as expressed in
Article 918, Adoption of Development Code.
Sta.ff comment: The proposed code will not adversely impact the public health,
safety andwelfare andwill promote the original purposes of Article 918.

3. Response to Changed Conditions. The proposed Development Code amendment
responds to changed conditions or further studies that have occurred since the
Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners and the
requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the
regulatory zones.
Staff comment: The proposed code responds to changes in sign technologt,
specffically with digitolly signage, etc. and provides appropriate language to
address such changes.

4. No Adverse Affects. The proposed Development Code amendment will not
adversely affect the implementation of the policies and action programs of the
Conservation Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master
Plan.
Sta-ff comment: The proposed code will not hwe any adverse impacts to the

implementation of the policies and action programs of the Conservation Element
or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT
No fiscal impact.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners introduce and conduct a first
reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 110, by changing Article 500 - Signs: Title
and Contents; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504 - Sign
Regulations and to adopt a new Article 505 (Sign Regulations); and if supported, set the
public hearing for second reading and possible adoption of the ordinance on October 13,

2015 at 6:00 p.m.

POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Board approve, a possible motion would be: "Move to introduce and conduct
a first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 110, by changing Article 500 - Signs:
Title and Contents; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504 - Sign
Regulations and to adopt a new Article 505 (Sign Regulations); and if supported, set the
public hearing for second reading and possible adoption of the ordinance on October 13,

2015 at 6:00 p.m."

Attachments: Exhibit A - Planning Commission StaffReport
Exhibit B - Planning Commission Resolution 15-7
Exhibit C - DCAI4-009 (WCC Chapter I l0 Amendments)
Exhibit D - Alternative Lighting Measurement provided by Scenic NV
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Exhibit A

Planninq Commission Staff Report
Meeting Date: July 7, 2015

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009 - Sign
Regulations

Planning and Development Division

8B

Consideration and possible action to recommend to the Washoe
County Board of County Commissioners to amend Washoe County
Code, Chapter 110, by changing Article 500 - Signs: Title and
Contents; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504
- Sign Regulations and to adopt a new Article 505 (Sign Regulations);
and to possibly authorize the Chair to sign a resolution effecting these
changes. The purpose of the amendments is to combine the
regulations relating to billboards and signs into one Article and to
rewrite the sign provisions relating to signage in Washoe County.

Recommend approval and authorize the Chair to sign the
attached resolution

Trevor Lloyd - Senior Planner
Planning and Development Division
Washoe County Community Services Department
775.328.3620
tlloyd@washoecounty. us

Amendment Description

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009 - To amend Washoe County
Code Chapter 110 (Development Code) to amend Article 500 - Signs: Title and Contents; to
remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504 - Sign Regulations; and to adopt a
new Article 505 (Sign Regulations).

Post Office Box 11't30, Reno, NV 89520-0027 - 1OO1 E. Ninth St., Reno, NV 89512
Telephone: 775.328.3600 - Fax: 775.328.6133

http :/Aruww.washoecou ng. us/csd/plan n in g_and_developmenUindex. ph p



Washoe County Planning Commission Staff Report Date: June 19, 2015

Staff Report Contents

Amendment Description............... Page 1

Development Code Amendments ............. .............2

Sign Code Working Group and Public lnvolvement................ .................. 8

Findings .............. I
Public Notice....... .................9

Specific Amendments ............. .............. 9

Recommendation....... .........10

Motion ................10

Appeal Process.... ...............10

Exhibits Gontents

Resolution Exhibit A

Draft Billboard Inventory.............. ................Exhibit B

Benefits and Drawbacks for Measurement Methods for Sign Brightness ....... Exhibit C

Sign Lighting Standards Proposed by Scenic Nevada..... Exhibit D

Measurement Table for Electronic Message Display Signs ...........Exhibit E

Development Code Amendments

The Washoe County Development Code is Chapter 1'10 of the Washoe County Code WCC).
The Development Code broadly regulates allowable and permitted land uses, subdivision of
land, planning permit requirements and procedures, signage, infrastructure availability, land use
development standards, and other related matters. Because the Development Code covers so
many varying aspects of land use and development standards, it is expected that from time to
time it may be necessary to change or amend one or more portions of the Development Code to
keep it up to date with the most cunent and desirable trends in planning and development.

The Development Code amendment process provides a method of review and analysis for such
proposed changes. Development Code amendments may be initiated by the Washoe County
Commission, the Washoe County Planning Commission, or an owner of real property.
Development Code amendments are initiated by resolution of the Washoe County Commission
or the Planning Commission. Real property owners may submit an application to initiate a
Development Code amendment.

After initiation, the Planning Commission considers the proposed amendment in a public
hearing. The Planning Commission may recommend approval, approval with modifications or
denial of the proposed amendment. The Planning Commission records its recommendation by
resolution.

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009
Page 2 ol 11
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The Washoe County Commission hears all amendments recommended for approval, and
amendments recommended for denial upon appeal. The County Commission will hold a first
reading and introduction of the ordinance (proposed amendment), followed by a second reading
and possible ordinance adoption in a public hearing at a second meeting at least two weeks
after the first reading. Unless otherwise specified, ordinances are effective 10 days after
adoption.

BackEround on Proposed Amendments

Content Neutrality

Staff has attempted to follow the direction of the County Commission in ensuring, to the greatest
practical extent, that the proposed code is content neutral, meaning signs are regulated without
regard to the content of their message. Signs are protected under the First Amendment "Free
Speech' clause of the United States Constitution. So-called 'content-based' regulations have
generally been reviewed by state and federal courts under the 'strict scrutiny' judicial standard.
Strict scrutiny means that the Code must further a compelling governmental interest and must
be narrowly tailored to achieve that interest in order to regulate the content of signage. Many
sign codes throughout the Country that have been determined to be "content-based" have been
found to be unconstitutional under that standard. Thus although there is case law in this
jurisdiction that has upheld ordinances against First Amendment challenge even though they
distinguish between on-premise and off-premise commercial signs, a more conservative
content neutral approach is proposed in the hopes of reducing the risk of a successful
constitutional challenge.

Code Simplicity

A fundamental objective pursued by staff when drafting the proposed Sign Code regulations
was to create a code that is easy to read and understand both for the citizens of Washoe
County as well as for staff. Staff is pleased with the simplicity of the final (draft) product. ln stark
contrast with the cunent code, the proposed draft is written in plain English and is constructed in
a format that is easy to follow. The existing code requires the reader to flip between multiple
sections of the Article in order to determine the required sign regulations. Due to the complex
nature of signage, the draft code will still require some cross-referencing but is still far more
simple to use than the current code. !n fact, nearly att applicable standards for signage for most
uses are found in a single table in the proposed code (Table S0S.1).

Billboards

Staff is proposing to combine existing Article 502, Billboard Regulations, with existing Article
504, Sign Regulations, into the new Article 505, Sign Regulations, and reduce the billboard
specific regulations to one paragraph that states the following:

(Section 1 1 0. 505.70, Definitions)
"Billboard" means any sign larger than 450 square feet and/or identified in the most
current billboard inventory /rsf as maintained by the Washoe County Community
Services Depaftment. The total number of permitted billboards r's determined by the
most cunent billboard inventory adopted by resolution by the Board of County
Commissioners and maintained by the Washoe County Community Servrbes
Depaftment.

Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA1zl-009
Page 3 of 'll
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The existing code language (Article 502, Billboard Regulations) contains 14 pages of
regulations for billboards which is misleading and confusing as it contains regulations for
allowed locations, size, height, and other criteria but also contains language that prohibits all
new billboards. Section 110.505.35, Prohibited Signs, and Section 110.505.65, Billboards, of the
proposed code will result in the same billboard restrictions without the misleading and confusing
code language. The proposed Code does not allow for construction of any new billboards.

Exhibit C of this staff report is a recently completed draft inventory of all existing billboards in

unincorporated Washoe County. According to this draft inventory, Washoe County has
experienced a steady and consistent reduction in the number of billboards in recent years.
According to the latest draft inventory, there are 30 billboards in the unincorporated Washoe
County and staff expects this trend of billboard reduction to continue with the adoption of this
proposed Sign Code.

Staff spent many hours diligently photographing and locating billboards in unincorporated
Washoe County to update the Billboard lnventory adopted by the County Commission on

December 10, 2002. The Billboard lnventory is maintained by the Planning and Development
Division. The inventory was updated, as much as possible, to remove billboards no longer
located in the unincorporated County, to remove signs classified as "off premise" in the current
Code which will no longer be considered as a billboard in the proposed Code, and to correct
parcel information, property owners, and sign company contacts for each individual billboard.
This update process has been ongoing since November 2013 and was completed in order to
accompany the Sign Code amendment update. Billboards found to no longer be within the
unincorporated County include several along lnterstate 80 East located on the parcels recently
transfened to Storey County; billboards removed as the result of new development, damaged
by natural occurrences, or removed by a property owner; and, billboards on property now
located within the City of Reno or the City of Sparks. Staff will ask the County Commission to
adopt the draft Billboard lnventory by resolution concurrent with the action to review and adopt
the proposed Sign Code.

Regulation of Signs Based on the Use of the Property Rather than on Regulatory Zone

Article 505 proposes to regulate signage based on the use of the property rather than the
regulatory zone of the property. The cunent code regulates signage based on a property's
adopted regulatory zone and this method has resulted in a number of complications and
problems. Specifically, this current method provides a'one size fits all" approach that leads to
incompatible signage as well as difficulty in establishing appropriate signage where necessary.
One such example of this problem results whenever a civic use such as a school, church,
community center, etc. is established in a residential zone; these civic uses require more
signage flexibility than the current sign code regulations for a residential zone allows. The
proposed code resolves this problem by tailoring the allowable signage to the established use of
the property. ln order to accomplish this method, staff has carefully considered each of the
allowable uses in table 110.302.05.1 of the Development Code and has assigned each of these
to one of the nine 'principat use types" defined in Section 505.20 of the proposed Sign Code
regulations.

Tables 505.{ and 505.2

Article 505 includes two regulatory tables that provide the sign regulations for the allowable sign
size, height, and quantity for each property based on the established principle use type on the
property. The intent of the proposed sign regulations is to direct users of the code to these
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tables as the first place to look when determining appropriate sign standards. Each table fits on
a single page that facilitates ease of use and reduces confusion by establishing a single source
(section) for regulations rather than searching multiple sections within the Article when
determining the sign standards for most types of signs. An additional benefit of these tables is
that they condense multiple pages of complicated text into one and a half pages of easy to
understand tables. Table 505.1 regulates permanent signs whether free-standing or attached to
a building. Table 505.1 also establishes which signs may require an administrative permit or a
special use permit and which signs may be permitted by right. Similarly, Table 505.2 serves the
same function for temporary signs.

Election Period Signs

The importance of free speech is particularly significant during election periods. Under existing
code election period signs are regulated as "temporary signs' which are allowed up to 128
square feet in size on any privately owned property with some restrictions. These signs are
allowed for only 100 consecutive days, or until the event occurs, in the existing code. Article
505, as proposed, provides considerable allowances for election period signs and specifies the
timeframe that these signs can be erected beginning on the first day of filing for, and ends 10
days after, an election. No building permits are proposed to be required for election period
signs. Proposed new regulations for election period signs will include no lighting/illumination and
restricting signs in specific locations, generally those locations where the signs may create a
hazard to the public.

Temporary and Real Estate Signs

The temporary sign regulations within the existing Sign Code (Article 504) are confusing and
contradictory. For example, it is unclear whether the maximum size for a residential real estate
sign is four square feet or 128 square feet, depending on how the code is interpreted. Thus, the
allowable square footage for a residential real estate sign is either too restrictive or too lenient. !t
is also unclear whether a real estate sign can be erected for a maximum of 100 days or
indefinitely. This lack of clarity has resulted in differences in interpretation and has made
consistency of enforcement difficult.

Similar to the existing regulations for permanent signs, the existing regulations for temporary
signs utilize a "one size fits all" approach regardless of the use of the land. lt is necessary,
under the current regulatory approach, to read the message on the sign to determine what
standards might apply for a particular sign. Again, this subjects the County to the 'strict scrutiny"
standard of judicial review.

Conversely, proposed Article 505 offers clarity and simplicity and more importantly, it provides
temporary sign regulations that are both flexible and appropriate for the use of the property on
which the sign will be located. Proposed Article 505 also provides specific standards for signage
during the time period in which a property is advertised for sale or lease. Table 505.2, of the
proposed code, provides clear regulations regarding size and height for temporary signs,
regardless of the message that may be presented. The proposed standards have been well
received by representatives of the real estate industry and interested county residents.

Gonsistency

Staff has received clear direction from the County Commission to provide sign standards and
regulations that are consistent with the sign standards of the neighboring jurisdictions to the
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best practical extent. lt is understood that the nature and character of Washoe County is
different from the cities and therefore the signage needs of the three jurisdictions will differ as
Washoe County is primarily rural and suburban in nature while the cities are primarily urban in
nature. Also, staff has gone to great lengths to ensure that the proposed sign regulations do not
differ greatly from the existing regulations, in those cases in which clear standards are found in
the existing code. lt is important that Washoe County does not create a flood of nonconforming
signs upon adoption of new sign regulations. For these reasons Washoe County's Sign Code
regulations should not mirror those of Reno and Sparks; however, the proposed code will
provide a good deal of consistency in several areas including, among other things, the method
of determining the brightness of electronic signs, sign area computations, and allowable window
area signage. The consistency among localjurisdictions will benefit the sign industry and those
who must dealwith the sign codes on a regular basis.

Sign Area Gomputation

Not all signs are placed within a clearly defined frame or square/rectangular cabinet. This can
create some difficulties trying to calculate the allowable sign display area. The existing code
language asks for an average height times the average width of a sign that is not within a clearly
defined frame or cabinet. Unfortunately, this method does not provide much direction and leads
to differences in interpretation and therefore differences in calculations. The new method
proposed in the draft code allows for the utilization of different geometric shapes (circles,
rectangles and right triangles). This method provides for the simple calculation of signage and
staff has provided a series of graphics [at section 505.15(c)] within Article 505 to help illustrate
this calculation method.

Electronic Message Displays (Digital Signs)

An electronic message display (EMD) sign is defined in the proposed draft code as "a sign that
is capable of displaying words, symbols, figures or images that can be electronically or
mechanically changed by remote or automatic means". These signs are currently allowed under
the existing code with very few restrictions on height, size, placement or brightness. ln fact, the
existing code allows for large/bright electronic signs that also permit video or animation. The
proposed code will allow EMD signs, but will greatly restrict the size, manner and place of this
style of sign. Some of the proposed restrictions within the draft Sign Code regulations that are
not in the existing code include restricting the height of EMD signs to a maximum of 6 feet,
limiting EMD's to commercial centers and civic use type, imposing lighting/illumination
standards, restricting EMD's to properties that abut a four lane travelway, imposing buffers from
residential zones and from other EMD's, and prohibiting EMD's from locating along scenic
corridors. Some of these restrictions do not apply for signage within the proposed Reqional,
Recreational, Travel and Tourism [RRTTI use type (see discussion on this use type below).

Sign Lighting Standards

The existing Sign Code allows Electronic Message Display (EMD) signs, but there currently are
no restrictions or limitations to the allowable brightness of these signs. The proposed Sign Code
regulations propose to use a standard that is the prefened method by the sign industry and is
commonly used by neighboring jurisdictions. Additionally, this proposed method of brightness
measurement is consistent with the recently adopted City of Sparks Sign Code which was
supported by Scenic Nevada.

Article 505 proposes to regulate EMD signs illumination through an illumination measurement
method utilizing a light meter and by measuring the illumination of the sign from a distance that
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is calculated by taking the square root of the area of the sign times 100. Exhibit D (Electronic
Message Display - Table) is intended for informational purposes that provide the necessary
distances to meet this calculation. This method of measuring light is utilized by many
jurisdictions throughout the country and is consistent with the illumination measurement
methods used by the City of Reno for billboards and the City of Sparks for both signs and
billboards. Staff and the sign code working group have spent a good deal of time discussing this
measurement method and have come to a general consensus that this is the appropriate
method to recommend.

The proposed measurement method is found in section 110.505.30(k) as provided below:

"EMDs shall not operate at bightness /eyels of more than 0.3 foot candles above
ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle meter at a pre-set distance. The pre-set
dt'sfances to measure the foot-candles is calculated using the following formula:
Measurement Distance =

Representatives from the Scenic Nevada organization, on the other hand, prefer an alternative
method of measuring luminance with the use of a "nit gun' (sometimes called a 'photomete/'),
which is defined as an instrument that measures light intensity in terms of luminance.

Representatives from Scenic Nevada have been very active participants in the drafting of the
proposed sign code and have been very vocal in their preference for Washoe County to adopt a
measurement standard that utilizes luminance (lumens) rather than illuminance (foot candles)
as proposed by staff. On February 24,20'15, staff met with representatives of Scenic Nevada to
discuss the two potential measurement standards and as a result of that meeting staff agreed to
include the standards provided by Scenic Nevada as a possible option within the staff report
and provide information and supporting materials for both measurement methods when the
proposed sign code appears before the Planning Commission and County Commissioners.

The lighting measurement method proposed in the draft sign code as well as the method
proposed by Scenic Nevada (see Exhibit D) both appear to have their benefits and their
drawbacks. ln keeping with the direction from the County Commissioners to maintain
consistency with the neighboring jurisdictions, staff is recommending the adoption of the
generally accepted standard of illuminance (foot candles) used by the industry as well as the
cities of Reno and Sparks, which are the regulations within the draft Sign Code regulations.

Regional, Recreation, Travel and Tourism (RRTT) Use Type and Associated Signage

A principal theme of the proposed Sign Code regulations is the importance of regulating signage
based on what is existing on the property (principal use type) rather than what could potentially
be established on the property (regulatory zoning). The nature of certain uses will require more
signage than other uses. For this reason, commercial use types are granted more and larger
signs than residential use types. Similarly, use types that attract significant numbers of the
public from within the region and from outside the regional also have a need for more and larger
signage. Staff has identified a limited number of uses that fit this category of use type in which
larger signs may be necessary. This category of principal use type is identified in the draft code
as a "Regional, Recreational, Travel and Tourism" (RRTT) use type and it is defined at section
505.20(0 of the proposed Sign Code regulations as follows:
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'Regional Recreation, Travel and Touism" refers to large-scale enteftainment uses
intended to aftract crowds of 1,000 people or more per event and also include unlimited
gaming facilities that attract yls/ors from both inside and outside of the immediate region
of Washoe County. Such use types may include: Casrnos with Unlimited Gaming and
O utdoor Ente ftai n me nt ve n ue s.

The number of uses that fit the RRTT use type definition above is very limited in Washoe
County. There are only a small number of these uses in the unincorporated Washoe County that
staff is aware of at this time that meet this definition. Also, there are a number of findings
(criteria) provided in section 505.40(c) of the draft code that would further limit the number of
RRTT signs that could be established. Some of these criteria include locational requirements
such as being located immediately adjacent to an interstate highway having at least four travel
lanes; regulatory zoning requirements that limit the placement of RRTT signs to properties with
a regulatory zone of lndustrial, General Commercial, or Tourist Commercial; and a distancing
requirement of at least 500 linear feet of such signs from a residential regulatory zone. Any
request for an RRTT sign that exceeds the allowable sign size as provided in Table 505.1 of the
proposed Sign Code would require a special use permit to be heard directly by the County
Commissioners.

Sisn Code Workinq Group and Public lnvolvement

Signage, by its nature, is a polarizing topic with many different positions and points of view. ln
drafting the proposed sign code, staff has striven to balance many competing interests from
diverse groups having very different points of view. For this reason, the County Commissioners
directed staff to form a working group to work through these issues with staff and to help create
the proposed sign code as drafted. The Sign Code Working Group was comprised of
representatives from the sign industry, the real estate industry, the planning profession, Scenic
Nevada, the Citizen Advisory Boards, and the Planning Commission. Staff has hosted a total of
16 meetings with the Sign Code Working Group.

As is always the case in these processes, differences of opinion abound. ln addition to
alternative approaches to the lighting measurement method discussed above, opponents of the
proposed code also disagree with the elimination of distinctions between on-premise and off-
premise signage (content neutrality) in the proposed code. Some argue that this will result in the
proliferation of new signage, including new commercial signage that Washoe County could have
to pay compensation for, pursuant to NRS 278.0215, if any future code changes were to require
their removal. lf the proposed Code is adopted, the distinction between billboards and signs
(non-billboards) will be made clearer and the allowable size and number of signs for future
commercial uses will be reduced. Further, the proposed Code has been drafted to ensure that
most existing signs will remain conforming, as was the direction of the County Commission.

Unfortunately, it was not possible to completely satisfy all participant's specific interests and
opinions at the conclusion of the working group's efforts. However, the draft sign code has
received general consensus from most of the individuals who have participated in this process
including the Sign Code Working Group, the attendees of the community workshops, and the
Citizen Advisory Boards.

ln addition to the Sign Code Working Group, staff hosted two community workshops and has
attended several Citizen Advisory Board meetings including meeting twice with the South
Truckee MeadowsMashoe Valley Citizen Advisory Board and once with Spanish Springs
Citizen Advisory Board. These events were well attended and in the opinion of staff, the
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responses from the community to the proposed draft code have been well received. The notes
from many of these events as well as correspondence from the public are available on the
Planning and Development website.

FindinEs

Washoe County Code Section 110.818.15(e) requires the Planning Commission to make at
least one of the following findings of fact. Staff provides the following evaluation for each of the
findings of fact and recommends that the Planning Commission make all four findings in support
of the proposed Development Code amendment.

1. Consistencv with Master Plan. The proposed Development Code amendment is in
substantial compliance with the policies and action programs of the Washoe County
Master Plan.

Staff comment: The proposed srgn code is consisfenf with the policies and action
programs found in the Washoe County Master Plan.

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code. The proposed Development Code
amendment will not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare, and will
promote the original purposes for the Development Code as expressed in Article 918,
Adoption of Development Code.

Staff comment: The proposed code will not adversely impact the public health, safety
and welfare and will promote the oiginal purposes of Article 918.

3. Response to Chanoed Conditions. The proposed Development Code amendment
responds to changed conditions or further studies that have occurred since the
Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners and the
requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the regulatory
zones.

Staff comment: The proposed code responds to changes in sign technology, specifically
wrth digitally signage, etc. and provides appropiate language fo address such changes.

4. No Adverse Affects. The proposed Development Code amendment will not adversely
affect the implementation of the policies and action programs of the Conservation
Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master Plan.

Staff comment: The proposed code will not have any adverse impacts to the
implementation of the policies and action programs of the Conseruation Element or the
Population Element of the Washoe County Master Plan.

Public Notice

Pursuant to Washoe County Code Section 110.818.20, public notification includes publishing a
legal notice in the newspaper and notification to every chairperson and member of each Citizen
Advisory Board in Washoe County 10 days prior to the Planning Commission's public hearing.
Such notification was accomplished and staff can provide verification of notification if requested.

Specific Amendments (See Exhibit A)

ln order to respond effectively to the areas for change identified above, a complete removal of
Articles 502 and 504 is necessary. The proposed amendment will simply remove Articles 502
and 504 and replace them with a new Article 505. Therefore, the best way to see the changes
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to each section is to review the new code in full, in a working ("strikeouUbold') format. A
complete copy of the proposed code changes (DCA 14-009) is contained in Exhibit A.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Washoe County Planning Commission recommend approval of
DCA14-009 to amend Washoe County Code Chapter 110, Development Code, to amend Article
500 - Signs: Title and Contents; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504 -
Sign Regulations; and to adopt new Article 505 (Sign Regulations). The purpose of the
amendments is to combine the regulations relating to billboards and signs into one Article and to
rewrite the sign provisions relating to signage in Washoe County. The following motion is
provided for your consideration:

Motion

I move that, after giving reasoned consideration to the information contained in the staff report
and information received during the public hearing, the Washoe County Planning Commission
recommend approval of DCA14-009 as set forth in Exhibit A to the Washoe County Commission
to amend Washoe County Code, Chapter 110, Development Code to amend Article 500 - Signs:
Title and Contents; to remove Article 502 - Billboard Regulations and Article 504 - Sign
Regulations; and to adopt a new Article 505 (Sign Regulations), as contained in Exhibit A. I

further move to authorize the Chair to sign the Resolution contained at Exhibit A on behalf of the
Washoe County Planning Commission and direct staff to present a report of this Commission's
recommendation to the Washoe County Commissioners within 60 days of today's date. This
recommendation for approval is based on the following findings in accordance with Washoe
County Code Section 1 1 0.81 8.1 5(e):

1. Consistencv with Master Plan. The proposed Development Code amendment is in
substantial compliance with the policies and action programs of the Washoe County
Master Plan.

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code. The proposed Development Code
amendment will not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare, and will
promote the original purposes for the Development Code as expressed in Article
918, Adoption of Development Code.

3. Response to Chanqed Conditions. The proposed Development Code amendments
respond to changed conditions or further studies that have occuned since the
Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners and the
requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the
Regulatory Zones.

4. No Adverse Affects. The proposed Development Code amendment will not
adversely affect the implementation of the policies and action programs of the
Conservation Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master
Plan.

Appeal Process

An appeal of the Planning Commission's denial of a Development Code amendment may be
made to the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners within 10 days after the date of
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the decision, pursuant to Washoe County Code Section 110.912.20. lf the end of the appeal
period falls on a non-business day, the appeal period shall be extended to include the next
business day.
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Exhibit B

RESOLUTION OF T[M, WASHOE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS (DCA 14-009) TO TIIE WASHOE
couNTY coDE AT CIIAPTER 110, DEVELOPMENT CODE, AT ARTICLE 500 TO

REMOYE ARTICLES s02 (BTLLBOARDS) AND s04 (SrcNS) AND TO ADOPT A NBW
ARTICLE 505 (SIGNS).

Resolution Number 15-07

WIM,REAS

A. Development Code Amendment Case Number DCA14-009, came before the Washoe
County Planning Commission for a duly noticed public hearing on July 7,2A15; and

B. The Washoe County Planning Commission heard public comment and input from both
staff and the public regarding the proposed Development Code amendment; and

C. The Washoe County Planning Commission gave reasoned consideration to the
information it received regarding the proposed Development Code Amendment; and

D. Pursuant to Washoe County Code Section 110.818.15(e), the Washoe County Planning
Commission made the following findings necessary to support it recommendation for adoption
of the proposed Development Code amendment, Case Number DCAI4-009:

1. Consistency with Master Plan. The proposed amendment is in substantial compliance
with the policies and action progrtlms of the Washoe County Master Plan;

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code. The proposed Development Code
amendment will not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare, and will
promote the original purposes for the Development Code as expressed in Article 918,
Adoption of Development Code;

3. Response to Changed Conditions. The proposed Development Code amendment
responds to changed conditions or further sfudies that have occurred since the
Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners, and the
requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the
regulatory zones; and,

4. No Adverse Affects. The proposed Development Code amendment will not
adversely affect the implementation of the policies and action programs of the
Conservation Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master Plan.

NOW, TIIBREFORE, BE IT RESOLYED that pursuant to Washoe County Code Section
110.818.15(d) and (g):



Planning Commission Resolution 15-07
Development Code Amendment
Case Number DCA14-009, Sign Code
Page 2 ol 2

1. The Washoe County Planning Commission does hereby recommend APPROVAL of
DCA 14-009, an amendment to the Washoe County Code at Chapter 110, Development
Code, Article 500 as set forth in Exhibit A; and,

A report describing this amendment, discussion at this public hearing, this
recommendation, and the vote on the recommendation be fonrarded to the Washoe
County Board of County Commissioners within 60 days of this resolution's adoption
date.

ADOPTED on July 7,2015.

WASHOE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

ATTEST:

2.

R. Webb, Jr., AICP, Roger M. Edwards. Chair



Erhibit C

WORKING COPY
INFORIIATION ONLY

REGULAR TEXT: NO CHANGE IN LANGUAGE

W: DELETE LANGUAGE

BOLD TE:g: NEII LAI{GUAGE
***********************************************************

Notice: Per NRS 2398.030, this document does not contain personal information as defined in NRS
603A.040

St MrtARy: Aa ordir,aace araler,di ag Wasboe Couaty Code, Chapt-er 770 ,
DeveTogtmeat Code to alaead ArticJ"e 500 - Sigas: Title
aad Coateats; to relaove ArticJ,e 502 - BiLlboard
ReqtJatioas ar,d ArticJ.e 504 - Siga RegtJatioas; aad to
adopt aew Artic.J,e 505 (Sigla ReguJ,atioa,e).

BILL NO.

ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending the Washoe County Code at_Chapter 110
(Development Code) to amend Article 500 Signs: Title and
Contentsi to remove Article 502 81llboard Regulations and
Article 504 Sign Regulations; and to adopt new Article 505
(Slqn Regulations)

WHEREAS:

Changes to Division 5 (Signs) of the Washoe County
Development Code (Chapter 110) are desired to combine
billboard and sign regulatlons into one article and
simplify the regulatlons and impose content neutrality to
sign regulatlons.

As authorized by Washoe County Code Section 110.818.05, the
Washoe County Planning Commission initiated amendments to
the Development Code for Division Five by Resolution on
February 3, 2015. The PlannJ-ng Commission held a duly
noticed public Hearing for DCA14-009 on April 7, 20L5, and
adopted a resol-ution recommending adoption of this
ordinance.

A.

B.
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C. This Commission has determined that this ordinance is being
adopted pursuant to requirements set forth in Chapter 218
of NRS, therefore is not a "rule" as defined in NRS 231.060
requiring a business impact statement.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISS]ONERS OF THE COUNTY OF WASHOE DOES
ORDA]N:

SECTION 1. Division Five Signs , of the Washoe County Code and
Article 500, Signs: Title and Contents, of the Washoe County
Code, are hereby amended to read as fol-l-ows.

Division Five - Sisns

CONTENTS

Sign Regulations 505-l

Article 500

SIGNS: T]TLE AND CONTENTS

Sections:

110.500.00 Title
110.500.05 Contents

Section 1 10.500.00 Title. Division Five of Chapter 1 '10, Development Code, is entitled Signs.

Section 1{0.500.05 Gontents. Division Five consists of the following articles:

(a) ARTICLE 500 SIGNS: TITLE AND CONTENTS

(b) ARTteE 502 BlttaeARD REGUIAT|oNS

(e) ARTletE 504 SIGN REGUTATIONS

(b) ARTTCLE 505 StcN REGULATTONS
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SECTION 2. Article 502, Bil-lboard Regulations, of the Washoe
County Coder Ers previously adopted and proposed for replacement
in its entirety by the text provided in Section 4 of this
Ordinance.

A,Hielel50rl

BILLBOARD REGULATIONS

Seetiens+

{{0-502-10 General Standards
l{0,502-15 Permi,ts: General Requiremente
ll0-502 20 Permit lssuanee and Standards fer New Signs
110-502-23 Bus Shelterc
110,502,25 Bringing a Neneenferming Sign inte Cenfermanee
110.502.30 Gentinued Use ef Neneenferming Signs
110-502.35 Terminatien ef Right te Use Neneenferming Sign
110-502,40 Tetal Number ef eff Premise Signe Permitted in Unineer^erated Pertien ef

Wasneeeeun*
110-502,45 Cemmunity Develepment Direeter's and CeunU Building Offieial's Pewerc;

night€f€ntqf
110-502-50 Building Permit lesuanee and Genditiens
11&502-55 Sign lns-eetien and Respensibilities
110-502-60 Vielatiens
110,502.65 Substitutien Glause
110.502-70 DiseentinueC BillbearC

is
iE

(a) lmpese reasenable standarCs en the number; size; height anC leeatien ef billbeards and
faeilitale the remeval er replaeement ef neneenferming signs in erder te:

@;

(b) Premete the leeatien ef billbeards in apprepriate leeatiens fer the purpeses of advertising

@
(e) Previde ene ef the teels essential te the preservatien and enhaneement ef the

envirenment, thereby preteeting an impertar* aspeet ef the eeenemy ef the Ceun9 whieh
i

Page 3 of 58



previ vertisere and publie serviee

by Cistraeting signs,

previde{heir message te visiters and residents,

W
in Se*iens t tg sO

the eentext ethensiee requires; the werds and terms defined in this artiele have the meanings
a+erib,ed te them I

means a sign wnien a
in a€eerdanee with the preyisiens ef this article

fer a peried in ereess ef ninety (90) days fellewing legal nstice te the ewner ef the preBerty and
the ewner ef the advertising dis^lay, This definitien shall alse inelude any sign strueture whieh

isplay" means an
shaped er etherwise ereated fer the purpese ef

ated in view ef the
generalfubliean+d visible frem a publie street, Advertising display ineludes signs, billbeards,

signs and sirnilar display+
+ee+

surfaees whieh make uB the tetal sign er advertising display, Neeessary sup:erts er uprights
are+xdude4

@ies'
trueture tnat may be

;ugtie+ranepe*a*en

y eemmunity Deyelepment

fgpv, "Cepy" mea
etate a meesaga

ig+

tne area maee ava
Bu+pese-efdisplaying the advertising message er display,
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grade er upper Eurface ef the neared

tttuminatea nOven ien

inte residenees er streets,

ising

eenfermanee with all applieable leeal erdinanees er eedee in effeet en the date a building Permit

waiver, eenditien ef zening er ether appreval fer the use ef land if; when the speeial use permit;

eenditienal use permit, varianee, waiver, eenditien ef zening er ether apBreval fer the use ef land

was first appreved, the speeial use permit' eenCitienal use permit; varianee; waiver; Genditien ef

reqstrbd the geverning bo

Off Premise sien er Ou

preBerty ether t isHs
ere€ted

Permanent Sign, "

tfp nature and effeet ef its prepesed eempesitien' eenstruetien; message te be earried er its
prepeseA pheemen
(C0)€elenda+day+

Pugne franspertatl

te a different suBprert system (e,9, replaeement ef a lattiee suppert with a meneFrele),

the same material with ne ehange inthe suppert system ef the existing sign,

inAJ
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the land in the area areund the strueture,

@ise ereated fer the purpese ef advertising er premetingthe interests ef
ising+gssage€f

liecna+Lign
W+erng

inetugrng jts€*ru€ture
ter+-regeeee

er net they eenvey a speeifie advertising message,

Ord, 118Q srevisierp's eff, 1^2A02; Ord,1^84 previsiens eff,T?l,'06,1

Seetien 110-502-1

eempenents are witheut an inbgraled

ien+mPese€@ien permit er espeeial use pemit issuedpursuant b
this-a+iele,

et+all-bemaintainedi++freperstale ef repair and preservatien, Struetures shall eensist

@atlypainbderpested

l0 entitled "G islons
eff, il5/98, Amended by Ard, 1151 previsiens eff, A/ U02,1

equirements-

s
unlar,Yful fer any persen te ereet; enlarge; alter (ereept fer nermal rnaintenanee er repair)

ien
+10s0223;

ie+

(1I Name; address and telephene number ef the ewner ef the preperty, and a

(2) Name; add"ess and tele^hene number ef the appl'eant (ewner ef the advertising
airsplafers+ueturc),
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€on+r€€teFi

( l) A plet plan iMieating the leeatien ef the building, strueture, let er pareel ef
prepe4{e+rhieh er upen whieh the aCvertising Cisplay is te be ereeled' ineluding

in+

(i) The pesitien ef the advertising display er strueture in relatien te adjaeent
struetures+r+uflaingsi

(ii) The design size and type ef materials te be used;

(iv) The leeatien ef stakes identifying beundariee ef the prep€sed sign,

ing

Geun$,

tttAaea Oy Ora, tjtg

ing

(a) ci-a ^^a u^i^h+ ^f aillh^^"^' i'l' 'mha" ^f tr^^^a n billbeafC Shall net exeeed the follewing

(1) .A billbeard shall net exeeed thirty five (35) feet in height aheve the grade ef the

@ign-

@ie+

( l) A billbeard may net eentain mere than twe (2) sides en whieh a message is

twenty (20) degrees as measured frofil the baek ef the strueture supperting the
s{e+

en-p{€m+se€gmr
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(b) e^^^i^^ P^^"i' -^^+' A billhearC shall eenferm tethe fellewing spaeing stanCards:

tnegewing

(i) A billbearC shall net be eleser than ene theusand (1,000) feet te anether

@
te anether

eenferming er neneenferming birlbeard leeated en an interseeting street

i

igns-€rc
leeated

interseetien ef streets,

(2) Qn^a:na Aa+rrraan Aillha^r.{c ^nz{ rrn pramiea cianc A billbear€l ghall net bg
iens

@
(3) Q^^^:h^ f" a o^6i.r^^+i^r o^^,,r^+^"), -^h^6 n billbeaf+Shall net be eleEef than

ial regulabry zene that is Rural,
Suburban; Urban er the General Rural Agrieultural (GRA) er General Rural (GR)
negulateqfzene*

te the fellewing spaeing requirements frem streams, drainages and the Truekee
Riv€F

(i) A billbeard shall net be reeated within any stream er drainage ehannel
ged and swept under

€tf{J€tu{€,

(ii) A billbeard shall net be leeateC within three hundred (300) feet ef the

@signat€d as Truekee River Greenb€lt er
ive+

(5) Qh^^ih^ f'^m o"hli^ e^mi o"hli^ A',il,.li^^a ^^,{ e^^^66 n billbeafd ghall ngt bg

ame
str€ef

(e) t ^^^+i^^ D^^"r' -^^+' A billbeard shall eenferm te the fellewing leeatien reguirements:
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(1) Darmil+^.| D^^'|,r,^,, Q^^m^h+6 A billbeafd Shall enly be lOGateC adjaeent te and

;

@

;

@;

lnterseetion+g;

(vi) That pertien ef U,S, 395 and lnterstrte 580 leeated seuth ef the
in+ers€€ti€n--with-rqe'd Reek Read and no

580-rA14+{-64

(viii) That pertien ef lnterstate 80 frem mile pest lR 080 WA 1,9E te lR 080
WA 2,6W; and

(ix) That pertien ef lnterstate 80 frem the interseetien with Mae Anne Drive te
the+ry€+€€un+lin€,

inc

(c) ^^cth^+r^ o^^"r7 mAh+- n billbeard shalleenferm b the fellowing aesthet'c standards'

(1) tighting ef the sign shall be lew level and indireet' ne strebe lighting er lighting
that weuld impair the visien ef a driver shall be permitt€d;

frameereune+ne+ig+;

(3) The minimum number ef supperts shall be used te previde suppert ef the sign
fram€ti

;

(5) Ne sign may have strearners' barleerts' pennants' banners; er wind driven
ig+i

(6) Ne sign rnay emit a neise via an artifi€ial device;

(7) Ne sign may emit srneke; fire er eder;
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ef an effieial sign; and

ianee

ien

A"d, 128& previstens eff, U2h'06; Ord, 1 175, previsiens eff- 1/1U12,1

(1) Mvertising eepy shall enly be permitted en bus shelbrs installed by a publie

@

wish te beard a b+rs; ner shall advertising eepy ebstruet riders frem safely exiting
a+us,

sh€,lter+€ati€n"

iffi panel may have advertising eepy that exeeeds thirty twe
€2)€q+rarc+eelin-size

ie
@ may have advertising eepy shall net eeunt bward the nwnber
efefprernise-signsfermitteC by Seetien 1 1 0, 502, I 0(a),

ien
prehiblted pursuant ien

1{€-50+20(+

{Added by Ord, 1184 previsiens eff, 1^t2W02,1

fiaaea Ay grA, ffie

'_"- r'
umerated in seetien
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ie+

winC er ether natural eauses te an extent less than fifty ene (51) pereent ef its

thie seetisn, he/she shall netify the ewner ef the sign whe shall give him/her written

ineurred as a result thereef, Ne permit fer repair er reeenstruetien ef the Camaged sign

@
e

(d) aarr+ina ltr^inran^naa ar trtanaaafarmina eian Rgutine maintgnanGe ef a nonc€nfefming
sign may eceur enl

meint€nance as d is€#i€l€r

@

semplete Eet ef as built plans detailing the size; height leeation ef the eurrent

ien
ie+

size),

ie+
will be elaimed in any future preeeedings due te the reeenstruetien ef the sign,

the sign dees net affeet the terminatien ef the right te use the neneenferming sign

ir+r
ine

Page 11 of 58



@tettnerenairserma
fiaaea PV Ora, Me; p

in+n
her reeeipt ef netifieatien

that the Building and SafeF' Department er sueeeeding ageney has deemed the sign
abandene4

winC er ether natural eauses te an extent greater than fifty (50) pereent ef its replaeement
eal Estate ABBraisers
tf the bitdrng effieiat

@sal is neeessary b satisfy the requiremenls ef this seetien,
@ner ef the sign whe sfrall give him/her written autherizatien te

all fees ineurred as a
untn tne

@ith satisfaebry evidenee that the appraisalfees have been
pai+

hieh the sign is leeateC is the subjeet ef a building
permi dueted,

isbn+fer a puUie nearing
PermiltRefer te Artiele 810; Speeial Use Permits) befere a neneenferming sign may be
ordered remeved ^ursuant te subseetien (e) abeve, When debrmining that a

eentinuatien ef the leeatien ef the neneenfermir€. sign is net eempatible with the
iB

sugseetien{e)+gev+

ing
sign rests with the ewner ef the sign er the ewner ef the pre^erty upen whiefr the sign is
eenstrueted

lAlas,hee€su+ht,

ing

tetal number ef hillbeards existing in the
unrncorperated pertien ef Washee Geunty shall net exeeed ene hundred nine (109) at
any-ene+im+
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Seetien ll0-502.4
ffi

(a) ^',+h^.rh' The building effieial and the Direeter ef Gemmunity Develepment and his/her

(b) I imir^+ian a^aa.{ an lnrran+ar}, af trwio+ina aiano Thg tetal nUmbef gf pefmitte€l billboaf€ls

in
ise

si

(d) rr^ tr^+r+'^-^'+ Netwithetanding the tetal number ef permitted signs enumerated in
igns

ise
si

geverned by the lo€a

t**ea Oy gA, tg& pro ;
Ard, 1184 previsiens eff, 1U2AA2; Ord, 1288, previsiens eff, U2h'06,1

iens-in
spaei

(b) ei^h+ ^r tr.+^, Whenever neeessary te make an inspeetien te enferee any ef the
pevisiens ef tnis an

sign is le€ated at al

@

present preper ereee

demend-€ntry,

lf sueh entry is refused, the builCing effieial er Direeter ef Gemmunity Develepment er

fiaaea Ay gra, t?te; prc
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ien+

is-iurisOietien te

Cemrnunity Develeprnent finds that the werk deseribed in an applieatien fer a xuilCing

Permit_an+ the planq 6pe data fled therewith cenferm te the
his seetien have been paid; a
nU (2e\ days ef reeeipt ef the

ien
submitted with the applieatien and what weuld be required te eure these defieieneies,
The applieant may then resubmit the applieatien and willreeeive a deeisien within twenty

werk shall be
ing effieial and the

eemmunity Develepment Direeter have given autherizatren fer any ehanges er
alte+atiens,

this artiele shall submit b the BuilCing and Safety Department with hi#her apBlieatien a
issieneFs,

shall assign a permlt number and address whieh shall be painted en every sign ereeted
pt+rsuant{elhepernqit, The sign shall alse identify the ewner ef the sign,

speeifieatien+shail-ne+beeenstrued te be a permrt fer, er an appreval ef, any vielatien ef
inanee, A permit presuming te

@ er eaneel the previsiens ef this artiele er any ether law shall net
@t the werk ef use whieh it autherizes is lawful,

e previsrens ef this artiole lvherever the
permit++issue+

(1\ On tl'e basis ef ireerreet inrermatien supplied by the applieant er

(2) ln vielatien ef any state statute; any previsien ef this artiele er any ether
erainanee-er+egu{atien"

building effieial may erder the
werk stepped by serving the perrnittee er ewner ef the pre^er9 er by pesting a netiee en
the werk being dene, The ewner er ^ersen respensihle fer the perfermanee ef sueh werk
shall Premptly eease ^erferming any werk en the advertisin$display er strueture until the
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ie+

(a) '-.^^^+t^^ Everyuadvedieing Cisplay er advertiEing strueture ereeted in the GeunU is

(b) o^.n^^.rhrrr1' The ewner ef the advertising display er advertising strueture is
respensible fer its preper eenstruetien, maintenanee; repair and eemplianee with the
previsiens+++ni+a*l+

fiaaea OV gra, tgtg

ie

erti€l€*

(t) ln tne event et a vl
Gemmunity Develepment shall deliver te the persen er persens in vielatien ef this

ing
the persens te eemply with the previsiens ef this artiele within ten (10) days ef
reeeipto++ne+etiee

ie+uisanee

(b) o^-^ar^. All remedies previded fer in this artiele are eumulative and net exelusive, The

frem the respensibilities ef eerreeting eenditiens er remeving prehibit€d sign displays and

(e) D^^^'+r^- Any persen vielating any ef the previsiens ef this artiele er any applieable
previsiens et tne Un
pertien tnereef Aurl is

pu+ished bV a nne ef net mo
fer net mere than eix (6) menths; er by beth fine and imprisenment,

Waea W Ora, Mg; p

the eentrary, any neneemmereial message may be substituted fer a eemrnereial message en

fer any neneemmereial message en any billbeard permitted by this artiele,

fiaaee OV AA, ttSZ; p
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diseentinued fer a peried ef six (6) menths shall be remeved er resbred te use within

ewner ef the sign, Netiee shall be given by the Direeter ef Cernrnunity Develepment

in in plaee; previded that the billbeard er billbeard

the billheard ean be restered te use within a ene (1) year peried,

ing-€€c{rrsf

(2) Ttt+strueture ne lenger suBBerts a billheard er the billbeard ne lenger eentains
@

(3) The birlbeard strueture er aCvertising display is visibly damaged er partially
missingr

prev,isiens-etr, U5/98 and rewaled by Ord, 1151 erevisiens eff, 3'2U02,J

sECTroN 3. Article 504, sign Regulations, of the washoe county
coder dS previously adopted and proposed for replacement in its
entirety by the text provided in section 4 of this ordinance.

A*i€l€FSe4

SIGN REGULAT]ONS

Seetiene"

1{0-504-00 Title; Effeet; Censtruetien

Miene
{10,504.{5 General Standarde
110-50'l-20 Permits and Enfereement
110,504-^5 RegulateC Signs; Varianee

igno
igflc

110-504-40 Signs Requiring a Speeial Uee permit
{10,5M- 15 Speeial StandarCs by Type ef Sign
110-504-50 Speeial Standarde by -ene
110-504-55 en Premise Sign CreCite; Ty-es; Cemputatieni{0,504.60 Neneenferming Signs
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igr+s,
1f 0-504-70 Signe epPublie and Utility Preperty

purpese * aAvaneing urpese, fnese seetlon

pretectien te a sign e

er questien shall be reselved by allewing a neneemmereial sign the same benefits; exernptiens

whieh an applieatien has been made er fer whieh a permit has been issued; must eenferm te
thes'+seetiens,

fraeeA BV grA, tgAq p

Sectien 110,504-0

ive
eentrel ef the ereetien and releeatien ef signs' exeept fer these signs regulated pursuant

iens

@

(ii) Safeguard and enhanee preperty values; anC

environmentr thereb
ien

anC-trade-

ing
signs,

the€oumry"

Page 77 of 58



adversely affeeting the
envi+e,nmenf

fiaaea OV ara, tgeg

i

ive

vpe er grapnies-en+
si@ising+e$sag+

ies
whieh identify; prernete er advertise any preduetr serviee' business' institutien er intereet ef any
Bef€'e+

is
@iness.

time intendeC te allew the ewner te realize the value ef hie investment in the sign,

eCve+ieing-messeg+

i

enelesed building whieh fren{s direetly en a ^ublie street er ether ^ublie area,

similar deeeratiens ereeted en a publie street er ether ^ublie preperty in eenneetien with a
ie+
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igft+€ign

iven+r

eentent ef a sign; a sign net eenferming te the definitien ef a eemmereial sign,

eemmunitY Dire€ter S igng
ivie

erganizatienstr

peaestrians en p ising+€ssag+

Direeterv Sien, "Dirc
whieh gives infermatien abeut the leeatien ef businesses; buildings er addresses within a

frentage, See "bu

gaseline er diesel f

ieense

Heieht, "Height'

Ineireet lttuminatl
ie+nt'

tnaeer Pester, "tn

event+reetivity,

eentainea witnin a
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imensien-€r
twelve (12) feel in vertieal dimeneien whieh is used te previde surfaees fer the pesting ef
n€ti€es

eemmenl" used; ineluding registered trademarks' and may inelude lettering in additien te
gr€phi€Aesigns,

sign suppertee gV a sign stru+ure tn
te make the stru€ture eenveniently movable er psrtable,

a-building

isrbte meving er ret
beeruiligh+

ttteieftberheed Bulletl
the pesting ef netiee+

the adeptien ef this artiele; er amendments therete, whieh weuld net be permitted under the
eurrent previsiens ef this artiele, This definitien sl"all inelude signs whieh were ereebd witheut a
speeial-ueepermiland whieh weuld require a speeial use Bermit under the eurrent previsiens ef
thisa,Hiele

Omeiat Siqn, "Offieiats
egen€y=

Ott Premise gireetiena!

Fublie#uilding; b+*siness; institutien er aetivity net leeated en the same site as the sign,
This definitien dees net inelude any sign whieh disBlays an advertising message ether than the

inees; institutien er aetivity,

OffPremise Sisn Gil
any persen

Bil{beard+

persen leeated en the

Permanent Siqn, 'Pe
laee te plaee,

ergalizatien; asseeiatien gr en ing€n
@

eardbeard; paper, fabrie; eanvas and :lastie banners and flag+

Premises, "Premisee
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any+ign which; beca twelve (12) ineh
the faee ef a building when meunted flat against the faee ef the building' but shall net inelude a
marguee whieh is desl in$

premeting the sale er l

en the eite where the sign is leeated; anC whieh is under eenstruetien er has been substantially

ie+

neet Siqn, 'Reef sl

pentheuse' er eth

in*

eenveyi ien
i

it*ing
mess€ge

ing+r

ie-er
@

erganizatien's/institutien's primary missien, Assistanee may be; but net limited te; funding;
qui@

femeerarv Sign, 'Te i€+r

durability; intended fer display fer less than ene hundred (100) days er enly tmtil the seheduled
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fime ana fernperatur
the eurrent time; temperature' and/er news ef eurrent events and earries ne advertising

is+

Watt Sisn, 'Wall si
in+

Wina Sien, "Whd in

+uspenOea+ignsl

[Added4y Ord, 1034 previsiens eff, U2U98, Amended by Ord, 1213, previsiens eff, W1A04

(a) nrr^'^'^hr^ ei^' ^" ^ Where the allewable sign area is a funetien ef business frentage,
able

@

@
(1) Exeept fer signs eevered by Seetiens 110,5M,25 threugh 110,504, 10, the

visible frem any ene (1) peint at eye level, Where an en premise sign eensists ef
i er attaeheC Cireetly te a

in+
ef the

ine--er--eem-enent may Ue eateutam

i
must$+inel+tde4.

(2) Where beth en premise signs and billheards are leeated en-the same site, the

sign-ar€+

iness frentag€ shall net

Teurist Cemmereial (TG) Regulatery Zene and General Gemmereial (GC) Regulabry

shall net exeeed feur (4\; exelusive ef freestanding signs and suspended signs, fer any
@ing eeeupant, ln the Teurist Cemmereial (TG) Regulatery -ene

egulatery Zene that ha+gaming' the number ef signs
visible frem any ene (1) ^eint at eye level shall net exeeed six (6), Any advertising

er inlegrated baekgreunC shalleeunt ae
ene (1) sign, lf a display is net se eentained' a single message er business name shall

iness-fierFe combined with a brief stegan may b€
eeunted as ene (1) sign if the elements are visually integrated, Multiple signs en a single

d if the ether requirements ef paragraph (b) and this
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@
(1) A speeial use permit shall be required fer any freestanding sign strueture greater

than six (6) feet in height en a sib less than ene (1) aere in size; anC fer any
freestanding sign strueture in exeess ef en€ ('t) fer eaeh nine (9) aeres ef site

ing
signr irrespective o
€O)+eer+n+eight

sign ereaie witneu
fer; is denied; previded that the height may net exeeeC ten (10) pereent ef the

(e) rn^ih+^h^^^^ Da^^i" ^^.r ^^^^^"^h^^ nll 6igns thall be maintained in geed repair and

unsafe er unsightly beeause ef bent' breken er misging parts er peer maintenance
ie+uisanee=

(0 r^^^+i^^ ^r ci^^.' Signs leeated en private preperty shall net extend aeress preperty
in*r

preiee inte, setOaefs

(50) feet frem anether freestanding sign; whether en er eff the premises; exeept that a

in
ie+

(g) tnt^rr er^^. Wall signs may net extend abeve er beyend the wall er surfaee te whieh they

(h) o^^r ci^^. Reef signs may net exeeed feur ( l) feet in vertieal Cimensien' may net be

ef the reef, Reef signs must be €onstruet€d separately frem the reef surfaee; rnust be

etne++ugtie-area,

(i) D"i^^+r-^ ai^^. Prejeeting signs are allewed subjeet t€ the fellewing eenCitiens:

(1) The sign rnay net extend abeve the wall er ether surfaee te whieh it is attaeheC,

6) tr" ^.+^^di^g ^# D" -i.^ Qi^^. A freestanding sign shall be perrnitted and regulated aE

ewnership as the premises where the sign is leealed and if the prernises where the sign
i
si@

lneaee Oy gra, tgaA
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Seetien 110.50a-2

(a) Permit neeuired

@ alter er releeate any sign witheut first having ebtained a sign

(b) ^^^ri^^+i^^ 
r^" D^-r+ A^plieatien fer a sign permit shall be made en ferms previded by

the Geuntl'and shall inelude, er be aeeemplisheC by, the fellewing:

(1\ Name; addresq telephene number and signature ef the preperty ewner,

plreant (ewner ef the sign),

(5) Drawings ef the prepesed sign(s) shewing the Cesign, dimensiens, meunting

(6) Drawings ef all existing signs en the site shewing their sizes and leeatiens and
Wing€igns,

(7) Any ether infermatien deemed neeessary by the administrabr er his
reprcsen+ativ+

tqis-representative,

in
@

i r 100,

@ by the administrater, Any sign ereeted er partially ereebd
under a permit issued pursuant te a falsified apprieatien may he erdered remeved at the
et#n€rb€reen€'e

e
ien
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ef signs are subjeet te Chapter 100, Types ef signs whieh are net speeifleally mentiened

iris

trlAaee AV Ore, agAS

is
iens-

(a) effieial traffie eentrel er regulatery signs' signals er deviees' street name signs er ether
eign€-r€qui{€C+yfar+

ise
si ise+ign"

@iens-
(d) Safety er eautien signs, legal netiees; publie utility signs,

(e) Memerial tablets, plaques er rnarkers ef brenze, stene er eenerete,

(D 'epen"' "Clesed'' "Ne Trespassing"' "Warning" and sirnilar signs net exeeeding twe (2)

sguar€.f€et

(g) AdCress numbers er plates and residential nameplates,

@
(i) Flags' emblems er insignia ef any natien- state er pelitieal subdivisien' previded that they

de net number mere than three (3), that the individual surfaee are+ is net great€r than

twenty (20) feet high er ten (10) feet mere than the permitted height fer a freestanding
si

@

@ie+
(l) Signs whieh are leeated within a strueture and net visible frem a publie streeti sidewalk er

attey+retner+uUtieere+

(m)-----Oire*ien+sig++s

@ign€,
(e) Statienary lights whieh illuminate a building er adjaeent greunds and de net direetly

illuminate anether sigr;
i igf,,
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fAddedbyQrd 1Q34 previsiens eff, U28/98,]

BreniUite+

ian'+

(e) Mebile signs er ^ertable signs unless ea"ried by a natural persen er by a meter vehiele as
prev4dedinSeetien-1{L504,45, Speeial Standards by Type ef Sign,

isslens,

(0 Signs whieh imitate er simulab effieial signs' er whieh use yelew er red blinking er
i ing-sig+&

frem the seuree inte resideneee er streets, er any meving beam ef light,

@

g)------+leving-sigf,€,

fAdded by Ord, 1034 previsiens eff, U2U98J

(a) Freestanding signs as previded in Seetien 110,504,15, Generalstandards,

(bI Signs whieh are integrated inte the arehiteetural Cesign ef a building and whieh weuld be
prehibileC-by a striet appleatien ef this artiele,

(e) Kiesks er neighberheed bulletin beards,

(d) Eleetrieally animated and flashing signs and eleetrenie variable message signs,

Ord, 137& previsiens eff, ill/A*,l

ef Sign=

iens+

ier
pe hedy' the sign

ke raeks er ether standard vehiele
aeeesseri e vehiele er trailer,
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(2) The vehiele er trailer must be eurrently lieensed and registered by the Nevada

(3) The vehiele er trailer is required fer and is used te transpert peeple er geeds in

(4) The sign may net be illuminated anC may net eentain letters er symbels whieh
ime

te-time

(b) Direebry signs shall be permitbd at m4er enkanees te residential; eemmereial; industrial
er effiee eemplexes te identify eeeupants, addresses er building numbers fer the

single eeeupant, Direetery signs shall net be ineluded in allewable sign area limit
eemputatiens er when ealeulating the number ef signs en a site, A permit is required,

(e) Gemmt+nity direebry signs shall be permitbd at m4er entranees te an identifiable
eemmuni$in+neeeunty"

(d) Direetienal signs net exeeeding twelve (12) Euare feet in area shall net be ineludeC in

pe+mit+s-require+

(e) Twe (2) fuel priee signs net ereeeding sixteen (16) square feet per faee ehall net be

@
(0 Area identifieatien signs shall be permitbd at majer entranees te neighberheeds;

eight (128) square feet in area and shall net be ineludeC in allewable sign area

persen may ereet a tempor

(1) The sign area is net mere than ene hundreC twenty eight (128) square feet,

(3) The aggregab sign area ef all temperary signs en the premises is net mere than

(4) The sign, if it i+a eemmereial sign, €emplies with the requirements ef paragraPhs

Wie+
(5) The leeatien is at a distanee net less than fifteen (15) feet frem any publie read

frem whieh the sign is visible by passing meterists' unless a building is se leeated
en the premises as te preelude ereeting the sign anywhere en the premises; in

whieh ease the sign may be attaehed te er meunted against the building,
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(h) ln additien te the leeatien requirements ef paragraph (g) ef thi+seetien, ne persen may

(1) The sign is net mere than feur (4) square feet,

(3) The aggregate sign area ef all temperary eemmereial signs en the premises is

(4) The sign is firm.ly attaehed te a strueture,

(i) Netwithstanding the area and height limitatiens ef paragraph (h) ef this seetien,
allewed during the perieC when a develeper er

in_a
eemmereial; industrial er effiee develepment' previded they are maintaine4 in geed
eenditien' One (1) sign is allewed fer eaeh ef ne mere than twe (2) m4er publie

(128) square feet er eight (8) feet in height, A permit is require4

(1) One (1) sign eenrerming te the height and area limitatiens in paragraph (h) ef this
less than ene (1)

(1) sign net te exeeed thirty twe (32) square feet in siz+shall be allewed fer eaeh
street+€ntag€,

similar impert a"e allewe4while the bilding being shewn is in faet epen b the
pubti6=

iu+isdietien ef the Tahee Regienal Planning Ageney are as fellews:

lgn=

@d ene (l}square feet in area,

(ii) ls plaeed inside a windew; er if ne windew is visible frem a publbstreet,
i Eign must

t threeand one half (3,5)
i nCing, the sign must be Barallel te the
ffi

ef a nen Preftt erganizatien er edueatienal institutien with the felewing restrietiens;

pereente++ne+tatsign-ar€a,
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(2) Animated signs shall net Cisplay a lege as an animateC message,

ie*

(i) lf the sign en whieh a lege er leges are to be affixed was ereet€d prier te
the effeetive date ef the erdinanee adding this seetien (September 19'

te the Direeter ef Gemmunity Develepment the zupPerters that the

tlre leges en the sign prier te the affixing ef any leges te an existing sign,

the effeetive date ef the erdinanee adding thie seetien (September 19;

time ef applieatien fer a permit te ereet the sign,

(4) Sheuld the erganizatien/institutien physieally releeate frem; er physieally ceas'e t€

ef eessatien ef eperatiens er releeatien ef the erganizatien/institute,

perimeter wall/fenee

ing
re€tri€ti€ns+

part ef tne seereUeara a
st+getur+

(3) The advertising shall enly identify supperters ef the erganizatien/

the athletie field,

t dded by Ord, 1A35; p

(a) Rural, Suburban anC Urban Residential Regulatrery Zenes; General Rural Agrieultural

anO{e}erunis-sectien

(1) Maximum height ef freestanding signs is the larger ef six (6) feet er height
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feet

r ef six (6) feet er height

(2) Allewable sign area may net exeeed three quarbr (,75) square feet per ene

(1) Maximum height ef freestanding sign is twenty five (25) feet,

feet ef site frentage,

(d) Uses permitted in General Cemmereial (Ge)' 9ffee Gemnrereial (ee) and reurist

(1) Maximum height ef freestanding sign is thirt., (30) feet,

square feet per linear feet ef
sie+rentage,

(5) Prejeeting signs net exeeeding six (6) Euare feet are alewed,

Page 30 of 58



(e) Unlimited gaming uses in General Gemmereial (GG) and Teurist Gemmereial (TC)
nesu{ateqfzon€s

(4) Meehanieally animated signs and meving signs are net allewed, Animated signs
whieh use lights te sirnulate er ereate the effeet ef metien and flashing sign+ are

ins-eFis
i
@igf,€r€+

(f) Uses permitted in hduskial (1) Regulatery -enes:

(2) Allewable sign area shall be the larger ef ene (1) square feet per ene hunCred
(100) square feet ef gress fleer area er ene (1) Euare feet per linear feet ef site
frentage net te exeeed ene hunCred twenty eight (128) square feet per eeeupant'

(naaea Ay grA, @A5; prwi

Seetien f l0,50a- ie+

sig{r must be su?perEd
si@

aaaitienat+reestafidin+sign,

i in-sign-ar€er€ign-erca
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than ene half (,5) ef the sign area eredits may be applied te any ene ('t)

e+gnE-,-pre erted as rellows: twe
in+sign

in+ign-ar€a,

(1) ln General Gemmereial (GC); efftee Cemmereial (eG), Teurist Gemmereial (TG)

ebtain sign eredits by the remeval ef lawfully existing billbeards and struetures if:

.(i) A per^etual restrietive eevenant; seenie easement and agreement

@

@
ign

ived, in wtrieh ease all
si (rer watt signs; rcje

(3) ln a General Gemmereial (GG) and Teurist Cemmereial (TC) Regulabry Zene
ign-area eredits are alleweC as

bflews;

(i}------€neand ene hall(1,5) square feet per lineal feet ef allewable business
etel er metel reems are

(ii) Three (3) square feet per lineal feet ef allewahle business frentage if

@ise+

i
i plants an4having an

ig+

timite en are+
numOerena+eig+tt

premise$+reruhieh the eredits were deriveCr exeept that eredits may be used en
ip

Wisiens ef, 8/28/98, Ame
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th€g

(1) lt is net altered; enlarged er releeateC witheut a sign permit,

jgn=

(1) Any neneenferming sign whieh is deelared a hazarC by the administrater shall be
ig+

pereent ef ig reptaeem
previsie+s-e++nise*iete,

(e) ^r+^"^+i^6 tr^l^" ^m^h+ ^. D^l^^^+i^h Ne pefmit Shall be iSSUe€l fef the altefatien.
ien

iness

fiaAea Oy gra, rcAS; p

fer a peried ef six (6) menths shall be remeved er restered te use within thirty (30) days
ign'

Netiee shall be given by the Direeter ef Gemmunity Develepment using eertified mail,
The Direeter ef Gemmunity Develepment may allew a diseentinued sign er sign strueture

@

ing-€€G++Fs'

ises'

tg) Arr)r predu€t er servi
pr€mises,

iFS-aR
aave*isinsaisplelh

issin+

fieaea OV gre, rceA, p
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@ned by a publie agerey er by a privately ewned publie
u+rlit1t

(1) Signs appreved hy the publie ageney er publie utility,

(2) Signs whieh are ereeted fer the safety ef meterists and peCestrians in eenneetien
with hazardeus aetivities being eendueted en the preperty- easement er right ef

($ effieial signs and signs required by law,

(4) Signs fer whieh an enereaehment permit has been issued,

s, Advanee netiee ef

During that peried; the sign must be made availahle te the ewner and must be returned
unen ^ayment ef the eest ineurred in the remeval,

sECTroN 4. Articl-e 505, sign Regulations, of the washoe county
Code, is hereby included in its enti-rety to read as f ol-Iows:

Article 505

SIGN REGULATIONS

Sections:

110.505.00 Purpose
110.505.05 Applicability, Exemptions, lnterpretation, Severability and Variance
1{0.505.{0 Mobile, Temporary and Exempted Signs
110.505.15 GeneralStandards
110.505.20 Principal Use Types
{10.505.25 Specialty Signs
110.505.30 Electronic Message Disptay (EMD) Signs
110.505.35 Prohibited Signs
110.505.40 Permits and Enforcement
110.505.45 Use and Maintenance of Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising Displays and

Framework
110.505.50 Continued Use and Maintenance of Nonconforming Signs, Sign Permit

Required for Non-Routine Maintenance
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110.505.55
110.505.60
f f 0.505.65
f 10.505.70

Termination of Nonconforming Use/Maintenance Rig hts
Signs on County Property
Billboards
Definitions

Section 110.505.00 Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to create the legal framework for a
comprehensive system of the regulation of the time, place and manner of displaying signs in the
unincorporated Washoe County that is content neutral, complies with applicable law and balances
the following goals:

(a) To respect the right of free speech and expression;

(b) To promote the use of signs which are aesthetically pleasing, and appropriately
related in size, shape, materials, lettering, color, illumination and character of the
building or premises on which they will be displayed and are compatible with
existing adiacent activities and land uses and scenic views;

(c) To preserve and enhance the environment, including skylines and dark skies,
thereby protecting an image that attracts those who come to live, visit, vacation
and trade in the County;

(d) To promote traffic safety, the free flow of traffic and prevent injury and propefi
damage that may be fully or partially aftributable to cluttered and distracting
signage;

(e) To promote commerce, economic development and reduce confusion and traffic
disruption by providing for adequate and aesthetically integrated site, event and
business location information;

(f) To prevent propefi damage and injury which may be caused by signs which are
improperly constructed or poorly maintained;

(g) To protect propefi values, the local economy, and the quality of life, and the
image of Washoe County;

(h) To regulate the size, brightness, flashing, and message transition, of electronic
message displays to reduce roadway distraction and offensiveness to surrounding
neighborhoods;

(a) To limit signage on County property only for locational, directional, traffic contro!
and public safety, health and welfare purposes and allowing the expression of
ideas in traditiona! public forums;

U) To provide standards and a system of sign permitting and enforcement of this
Article that respects due process rights.

Section 110.505.05 Apolicabilitv. Exemptions. lnterpretation. Severabilitv and Variance.

(a) Applicabilitv. This Article applies to all signs located in the unincorporated
Washoe Gounty, unless superceded by a legally adopted Master Plan. Unless
otherwise required by law, all signs not specifically permitted or exempted by this
Article are prohibited.
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(b) Exemptions. Except to the extent they are prohibited by Section 110.505.35,
Prohibited Signs, or subject to special standards, the following types of signs and
displays are not subject to the provisions of this article and need not be included
in any aggregate sign computations. ln the event that a sign fails to meet any
criteria, condition or qualification established for exemption in this section, the
sign shall be subject to and governed by all other applicable requirements of this
Article.

(1) Signs owned and/or maintained by a governmenta! agency for the
purposes set out in subparagraphs (d) and (i) of Section 110.505.00.

l2l Ghanges in copy on an existing sign which does not alter the display area
or framework, size, lighting, location or configuration of the sign.

(3) Plaques or markers under 4 square feet in size that cannot be read from a
public roadway.

(4) Tombstones and grave markerc.

(5) Signs posted to warn against trespassing, security or dangerous
conditions on the propefi not exceeding 2 square feet in size.

(6) Address numberc or plates and nameplates. Residential nameplates shall
not exceed 2 square feet in size and non-residential nameplates shall not
exceed 4 square feet in size.

l7l Flags, emblems or insignia of any nation, state or political subdivision,
provided that they do not number more than 3, that the individual surface
area is not greater than 60 square feet, and that the supporting framework
are not greater than the larger of 20 feet high or 10 feet more than the
permitted height for a freestanding sign at that location.

(8) Signs which are not visible from an adjacent public roadway.

(9) Signs carried or worn by a natural percon including symbols and
messages on clothing.

(10) Any sign required by County, State or Federal statute.

(11) Signs or copy permanently embroidered, screened, dyed, stenciled or
painted into the fabric of umbrellas.

l12l Signs painted on and integral to vending machines and fuel dispensing
pumps and legally required inspection stickens.

(13) Holiday decorations. However, such decorations must comply with
nuisance and other provisions in the Development Code.

l14l Signs on benches or shelters for passengerc of public mass transportation
when permitted by state law.

(15) Election Period Siqns. An election period begins the first day of filing for,
and ends ten days after the general election conducted under federal, state,
counQr, or city laws or ordinances in which residents of \lUashoe County
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(c)

are entitled to vote, including elections or votes regarding selection or
recall of any federal, state, county or city officials, any ballot questions,
referendum or advisory vote. Additional election period signs may be
displayed on any site during an election period, subiect to the following
limitations, standards and requirements.

(i) Number and Size. There is no limitation on the number of signs or
the maximum allowable sign display area per site for election
period signs, and election period signs which otherwise comply
with this subsection do not count against the number of signs or
the allowable sign display area for a site as set out in Table 505.1.
Howeyer, individua! signs shall not exceed a sign display area of
128 square feet per sign.

(ii) No Siqn Permit Required. A sign permit is not required for any
election period sign which othenvise complies with this section.

(iia) Standards. requirements and limitations. Each election period sign
need not meet the standards and limitations for all signs set out in
this Article with the exception that they shall not be illuminated (to
include electronic message displays) and they shall not be placed
in a prohibited sign area as identified in Section f10.505.35,
Prohibited Signs.

lnterpretation.

(1) This Article is to be liberally construed to effectuate the purpose set forth
herein, irrespective of the commercial or noncommercial content or the
viewpoint of the message. Any sign allowed herein may contain any Iawful
message, so long as said sign complies with the size, location, height, area
and other requirements of this Article.

(21 Where a particular type of sign is proposed that is neither expressly
allowed nor prohibited by this Article, or where the sign is proposed on a
structure that is not a building as defined in the Development Code, the
Director of the Planning and Development Division, Community Services
Department or his designee shall have the discretion to approve or
disapprove the proposed sign based on whether it is more similar to a type
of sign that is expressly allowed or to one that is expressly prohibited.

Severabilitv. lf a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction holds any section,
sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article is invalid or
unconstitutional, such decision shall not affectn impair, or invalidate any other
section, sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article which
can be given effect without the invalid provision. The invalidation of any section,
sentence, clause, phrase, word, portion or provision of this Article as applied to a
particular propefi or structure, or any particular properties or structures, by any
court of competent jurisdiction shall not affect the application of such section,
sentence, phrase, word, portion or provision to any other property or structure not
specifically included in said invalidation.

Variance. Variances to the provisions of this Article can be made only by the
Planning Gommission or the Board of County Gommissionerc and only upon a
finding supported by written legal opinion of the District Attorney that the variance

(d)

(e)
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is required to comply with the constitution, laws or judicial decisions of the United
States or State of Nevada.

Section 1f 0.505.10 Mobile and Temporarv Siqns.

(a) Mobile siqns are permitted under the followino conditions.

The mobile sign must be painted or othenrise directly aftached flat against
the exterior surface of the body of a vehicle or trailer or, if on a cargo-type
body, the sign must be attached flat against the stake racks or other
standard vehicle accessories used to confine cargo loads on the bed of the
vehicle or trailer.

The vehicle or trailer must be currently licensed and registered and must
be legally operable and capable of being operated on public roads.

The mobile sign shall not be illuminated and shall not contain letterc or
symbols which are manually replaceable in order that the copy can be
easily changed from time to time.

Any mobile sign greater than 9 square feet shall not be parked in one
location visible from a public roadway for more than 3 consecutive days.

The mobile sign shall not be an electronic message display (EMD) sign.

The mobile sign shatt not count against the maximum allowable sign
display area or maximum number of signs per site as set out in Table 505.1.

Temporary Sign Standards.

Temporary signs shal! not be placed in a prohibited sign area pursuant to
perSection 1f 0.505.35, Prohibited Signs.

Temporary signs need not be affixed to the ground or building.

Temporary signs sha!! not be illuminated nor be an electronic message
display (EMD).

The location requirements in Section 1{0.505.{5(f), Location of Signs, shall
not apply to temporary signs.

Temporary signs do not count against the maximum allowable sign display
area or maximum number of signs per site as set forth in Table 505.1, but
individual signs may not exceed the limitations (sign height, maximum sign
display area for individual signs) as set forth in Table 505.2.

Except as provided under subsections (7) and (8) below, no temporary sign
shall be placed on any site for more than 10 consecutive days. At least 90
days must elapse between any display of a temporary sign on any site.

lf a property is currently advertised for sale or lease, a temporary sign sha!!
be allowed until 5 days after the recordation of the sale or execution of the
lease agreement. The sign is limited to the size as set forth in Table 505.2.

(1)

(21

(3)

(4)

(1)

(21

(3)

(5)

(6)

(b)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(71
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Freestanding signs shatl meet a minimum setback of five (5) feet from all
property lines.

(8) tf construction is occurring on a site, a temporary sign shall be allowed
until 5 days after issuance of a final inspection or a certificate of occupany.
A valid building permit for the construction is required. The sign may be up
to sixteen square feet in size and shall be setback a minimum of 5 feet from
all property lines.

Section {{0.505.15 General Standards.

(a) Allowable Siqn Displav Area. Where the allowable sign display area is a function
of business frontage, no more than 2 business frontages may be counted in
calculating the allowable area for any building occupant. The two business
frontages shall be determined by the sign permit applicant.

(b) Visible from a Public Roadwav. Unless otherwise provided in this Article (such as
exempt signs and temporary or mobile signs) any sign that is visible from a public
roadway shall count towards the total number of signs allowed and allowable sign
display area per site as set forth in Table 505.1 and shall comply with all applicable
standards in this Article.

(c) Sion Displav Area Gomputation.

(1) Where a sign consists of copy, painted on or attached directly to a
building, which are without an integrated background and are not enclosed
in a frame or cabinet, the area of the display shall be measured as the total
area of the smallest height and width of a geometric shape (or combination
of geometric shapes not to exceed 5 geometric shapes) that encompass
the entire copy of the sign. Such geometric shapes shall only include
rectangles, circles and right triangles, as generally shown with dotted lines
in examples 1 through 3, below:

Example 1:

Sirr,ri,tS:Ol,

:i F /.-1, '""r'i : :

:t!- \ -: z/ ir, t= i

Example 2:
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Example 3:

i;:r;;i;ii Sign i

''. :::: ,i

(3)

l2l llllhere a display is enclosed in a frame or cabinet, or has an integrated
background, the entire area within and including the outer edge of
framework, cabinet or background must be included in the sign display
area computation.

Where both signs and billboards are located on the same site, the
allowable sign display area shall not be reduced by the amount of
billboard's display area.

Number of Siqns. Any display(s) contained within a single frame, framework,
cabinet or integrated background shall be counted as one (1) sign. Multiple sign
displays on a single freestanding framework are counted as one sign and are
allowed if all other requirements of this section are satisfied.

Maintenance. Repair and Appearance. All signs shall be maintained in good repair
and appearance. No sign, flag or banner, whether temporary or permanent, shall be
torn, ripped, taftered, or in disrepair.

Location of Sions. Signs located on private property:

(1) Shall not extend across property lines into adjacent propefi or public
rig hts-of-way or easements;

(21 Shall be setback a minimum of 5 feet from any property line;

(3) Shall not be located in a manner that would create a hazard for traffic or
pedestrians;

(4) Shall not, for a freestanding sign, be located within 75 feet from any other
freestanding sign or billboard, whether on or off the site; and,

(d)

(e)

(f)
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(g)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

(t)

(5) Shal! be prohibited within any specialflood hazard area as defined by any
adopted flood control plan and within 300 feet of the centerline of the
Truckee River.

Wall Siqns. Wall signs shall not extend above the wall or surface of the building
frontage to which they are attached and shall not project more than f foot from the
wall.

Roof Siqns. Roof signs shall meet all of the following criteria:

(f ) Shall not exceed 4 feet in vertical dimension;

l2l Shall not extend above the upper edge of the roof, below the lower edge of
the roof, or beyond any other terminating edge of the roof;

(3) Shall be constructed separately from the roof surface;

(4) Shall be mounted perpendicular to level grade and parallel to the nearest
horizontal roof line; and,

(5) Shall have all supports enclosed or otherwise made not visible from a
public roadway.

Proiectinq Siqns. Projecting signs are permissible subject to the following criteria:

(1) The sign shall not extend above the wal! or other surface to which it is
aftached.

l2l The sign shal! not be attached to or located above a roof and must be
aftached perpendicular to a vertical surface.

Maximum Heioht of Freestandinq Siqn. A freestanding sign shall be measured
from the finish grade except if a freestanding sign is located adiacent to a public
roadway and the edge of the roadway is above the grade where the sign is located,
then the freestanding sign will be measured from the grade of the road at the edge
of pavement. lf a sign is subiect to NRS 278.0213 (outdoor advertising structures
obstructed by noise abatement improvements), the Director may authorize an
adjustment of the height or relocation of the sign as provided in Table 505.1 and
only to the extent consistent with the provisions of that statute. Decisions of the
Director may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment, per Article 912 of the
Washoe County Development Code.

Established Principal Use Tvpe Required. Except for signs regulated under
Section 110.505.10, Mobile and Temporary Signsn no sign shall be erected or
located on a propefi unless the property has an established principal use type
purcuant to Section 110.505.20.

lllumination standards for siqns that do not include electronic messaqe displavs.
Signs which include electronic message displays are governed by Section
{10.505.30. For all other signs, (including freestanding and building signs) the
following illumination standards apply:

(1) No sign may use beacons, search lights, strobe lights, exposed light bulbs
which are not shielded toward the sign face, blinking or flashing lights, or
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(21

any form of lighting that would impair the vision of a driver on any
roadway. No sign may use any form of illumination that would impair the
effectiveness of any Official Sign.

Signs that face and are within 100 feet of any properties which have a
residential regulatory zone or are actually used for residential purposes
must use only indirect lighting cast upon the sign from an external light
source that is shielded from direct view and shall comply with all light and
glare standards as set forth in Section 110,414,21, Light and Glare, of this
Code.
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Freestandlng
Slons

Building
Slqns

Principal
Use Type of

Sites(l1

Max
Number
per Site

Max
Height

Max
Size per

Sign

Max
Sign

Area per
Site

Max
Number

per Site or
Business
Frontaqe

Max Sign
Area per
Business
Frontage

Residential
- Single
Family

I per
residential
dwelling

unit

4 feet 4sf 4sf I per
residential
dwelling

unit

4sf

Residential

Multifamily
& Man.
Home
Parks

I per
residential
dwelling

unit

4 feet 2sf 2sf I per
residential
dwelling

unit

2sf

Limited
Commercial

I 6 feet 16 sf 16 sf { per parcel
or BF

16 sf

Commercial
and Retail I per site

frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
30 feet
with
AP(2)

{20 sf or
Up to 200

sf with
AP(3I

{ sf for
each 1

foot of
LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any
business or
occupant.

2.5 sf for
each I

foot of BF

Recreation
and Travel 1 per site

frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
30 feet
with
APP)

{20 sf or
Up to 200

sf with
AP(2)

{ sf for
each I
foot of

LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
occupant.

2.5 sf for
each {

foot of BF

Regional
Recreation,
Travel and
Tourism

I per site
frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
45 feet
with

suP(3)

120 sf or
up to 300
sf with
AP or

over 300
sf up to
450 sf
with

suP(3)

I sf for
each

foot of
LSF or

as
approve

dbv
SUP

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
occupant.

5 sf for
each foot

of BF

Manufacturi
ng

Warehousin
g and

lndustry

I per site
frontage

20 feet
or

Up to
25 feet
with
APE)

120 sf or
Up to 200

sf with
AP(2)

1 sf for
each

foot of
LSF

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
business or
occupant.

{ sf for
each 100
sf of GFA

Table 505.1 Permanent Sign Regulations by Principal Use Type of Sites
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Agricultural 1 6 feet tG sf 16 sf I per
buildino

16 sf

Givic 4 per site
unless

otherwise
determine

dby
aooroved'hP(2)

6 feet 80 sf for
one sign;
40 sf for
all other
slgns

{20 sf;
Over {20

sf
reouires

aptzt

2 per BF up
to 4 for any

single
occupant

for all non-
residentia!

uses.

120 sf;
Over 120

sf
reouires

dpPl

GFA = Gross Floor Area; LSF = Linear Site Frontage;; BF = Business Frontage s.f. = square
feet. AP = Administrative Permi$.SUP = Specral llse Permit;t"The principal use types are
defined in Section I 10.505.20 ; t'' Administrative Permit required pursuant to Secfion
11O.5O5.4O.t3tRegional Recrea,tion, Travel and Tourism uses may apply for a Speciat tlse
Permitfor a freestanding sign that exceed the size limits of this table following the
provisions of Section 110.505.40

Table 505.2 Temporary Sign Regulations by Principal Use Type

Temporary
Slons

Principal Use Type of Sites(1)
Max
Size

Max
Number

Max
Height(3

Front
Yard

Setback(a)

Residential - Single Family - Less than
2 acres

6 sf per unit I per residential lot 6 feet 5 feet

Residential - Single Family - Between
2 acres and less than 10 acres

16 sf I per residential lot 6 feet {0 feet

Residential - Single Family - {0 acres
or oreater

32 sf I per residential lot 6 feet {5 feet

Residential - Multifamily & Man. Home
Parks

2 sf per unit I per residential lot 6 feet 5 feet

Limited Commercial 16 sf I oer parcel or bf 6 feet l0 feet

Commercial and Retail 32 sf 1 per parcel or bf 6 feet {0 feet

Recreation and Travel 32 sf I per parce! or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism

32 sf I per parcel or bf 6 feet f0 feet

ill[3lfflY'ns, 
warehousins and 32 sf I per parcel or bf 6 feet 10 feet

Agricultural 32 sf 1 oer oarcel 6 feet 10 feet

Civic 32 sf I oer oarcel or bf. 6 feet 10 feet
bf = Business Frontage; sf = square feet'F) The principal use tvpes are defined below in
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Section 110.505.20; "' One additional temporary sign up to 100 sf,Tnay be mounted to
the side of a building if the building.is 25,000 sf or larger in size.'"'The maximum height
applies to freestanding signs onlyl@tf the sign does iot exceed six square feet than
the front vard setback shall be 5 feet off the orooerfit line.

Section 1{0.505.20 Principal Use Tvpes of Sites. These principa! use tvpes onlv applv to Article
505:

Residential - Sinole Familv: "Residential - Single Family" referc to properties
containing single family uses on individual residential sites. This use type also
referc to properties that allow single family uses but are currently vacant for the
purpose of erecting a temporary sign.

Residential - Multi Familv and Manufactured Home Parks: *Residential -
Multifamily & Manufactured Home Parks" referc to individual units within a multi-
family complex.

Limited Commercial: "Limited Commercial" refers to uses that generate minimal
traffic require limited sign visibility and are typically located within residential
districts. These use types include, but are not limited to: Family Daycare, Large
Family Daycare, Group Gare, Dog Training Services, custom manufacturing and
Bed and Breakfast lnns.

Commercial and Retail: "Commercial and Retai!" referc to all uses identified in
Table 110.302.05.3, Commercial Use Types, of this Code that have not been
specifically identified within another defined principa! use type within this section.
This principal use type also includes Hospital uses.

Recreation and Trave!: "Recreation and Travel" refers to lodging and
entertainment uses. Such use types include , but are not limited to Commercial
Campground Facilities/RV Parks, Destination Resorts, lndoor Entertainment,
lndoor Sports and Recreation, Outdoor Sports and Recreation, Outdoor
Entertainment, Hotels and Motels, Condominium Hotel, Hostels and Vacation Time
Shares.

Reoional Recreation. Travel and Tourism: "Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism" referc to large-scale entertainment uses intended to attract crowds of
1,000 people or more per event and also include unlimited gaming facilities that
attract visitorc from both inside and outside of the immediate region of Washoe
County. Such use types may include: Gasinos with Unlimited Gaming and Outdoor
Entertainment venues.

Manufacturino. Warehousinq and lndustrv: "Manufacturing, Warehousing and
lndustry" referc to all use types identified in Table 110.302.05.4, lndustrial Use
Types, of this Gode, with the exception of custom manufacturing use types, that
have not been specifically identified within another defined principa! use type
within this section.

Aqricultural: "Agricultural" referc to uses that primarily involve agricultural
activities. This category includes al! uses identified in Table 110.302.05.5,
Agricultural, of this Gode, as well as Commercial Stables, Veterinary Services -
Agricultural and Wholesale Nursery Sales.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(g)

(0

(h)
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(i) Givic: "Givic" referc to all uses types identified in table 1{0.302.05.2, Givic Use
Types, of this Code, with the exception of family daycare and large family daycare
use types, that have not been specifically identified within another defined
principal use type within this section.

Section 110.505.25 Specialtv Siqns. ln addition to the signs permissible in Table 505.{, one
directory and one area identification sign shall be allowed per entrance as described below:

(a) Directorv Siqns. Directory signs are pernanent signs and shall be permitted at
major entrances to residentia!, commercial, industrial or office complexes to
identify occupants, addresses or building numbers for the convenience of visitorc
and to facilitate emergency seryices. Directory signs shall not exceed 6 feet in
height. No more than 3 square feet shall be devoted to any single occupant.
Directory signs shall be included in allowable sign-area limit computations and
when calculating the number of signs on a site.

(b) Area ldentification Sions. Area identification signs are pernanent signs and shall
be permitted at major entrances to neighborhoods, subdivisions, residential
complexes, shopping centens, and office or industrial complexes. Area
identification signs shall not exceed 6 feet in height, nor 64 square feet in area and
shall not be included in allowable sign-area computations or when calculating the
number of signs on the site.

(c) Window Sions. Window signs are not subject to the sign area or number
limitations of this Article. The tota! area of all window signs in a business frontage
shall not exceed 25 percent of the tota! area of al! windows of that business
frontage. Permits are not required for any window signs. The maximum size for
any illumunitated window sign shall be three (3) square feet. Window signs are
prohibited on the exterior of a window.

Section 110.505.30 Electronic Messaoe Displav Siqns. All electronic message display (EMD) signs
shall require the approval of an administrative permit by the Board of Adjustment; or a special use
permit by the Board of County Commissioners if the EMD is a Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism sign over 300 square feet in size. An EMD shal! meet the following criteria unless
otherwise approved by the Board of County Commissionerc by means of a special use permit:

(a) EMDs shallcontain static copy only.

(b) Static copy on the EMD must be displayed for a minimum of 20 seconds with
instantaneous transition from one message to the next.

(c) Each EMD shall meet the standard building setback requirements of Articte 406,
Building Placement Standards, of this Gode for the regulatory zone in which the
sign is proposed to be located.

(d) An EMD shall only be placed along public roadways that have a minimum of four
trave! Ianes.

(e) An EMD shall not be placed within 200 feet from any residential regulatory zone
propefi line.

(0 An EMD shall not be placed within 200 feet from any other EMD.
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(g) An EMD shall only be located on properties with regulatory zones of General
Gommercial (GC), Tourist Commercial (TC), Neighborhood Commercial (NG), and
lndustria! (l) on parcels one acre in size or larger or on properties with regulatory
zones of Public/Semi-Public Facilities (PSP) and Parks and Recreation (PR) that
are ten acres or larger in size. Only one EMD shall be allowed per site.

A freestanding EMD sign structure shall not exceed 12feet in height and shall be a
monument sign as defined at Section 1{0.505.70, Definitions, unless the EMD is
placed on a property with a Regional, Recreation, Traveland Tourism use type.

Within the General Commercial (GC), Neighborhood Gommercial (NC) and
lndustrial (l) regulatory zones, an EMD shall only be allowed within a Commercial
Genter as defined at Section 110.304.25(f) of this Code.

An EMD shall not exceed 50% of the allowable sign display area of signs allowed
on any site per this Article and an EMD shall not exceed a maximum of 120 square
feet in size.

EMDs shall not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.3 foot candles above
ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle meter at a pre-set distance. The
pre-set distances to measure the foot-candles is calculated using the following
formula: Measurement Distance =

@
The measurement distance can be rounded to the nearest whole number.

All permifted EMDs shall be equipped with a sensor or other device that
automatically determines the ambient illumination and shall be either programmed
to automatically dim according to ambient light conditions, or manually adjusted to
comply with subsection (k) above.

All special use permit or administrative permit applications for EMDs shall include
a statement by a licensed engineer certifying that the lighting wi!! comply with the
lighting standards of this Article Gode.

EMDs shal! not be allowed within any designated scenic corridor or scenic byway
as identified in either state statute, or in Washoe County Gode or Master Plan.

lllumination Measurement Griteria:

(1) The illuminance of an EMD shall be measured with a light meter set to
measure footcandles accurate to at least two decimals.

l2l llluminance shall be measured with the EMD off, and again with the EMD
displaying a solid white image for a full color capable EMD, or a solid
message for a single-color EMD. Measurements shal! be taken one hour
after sunset.

(3) All measurements shall be taken facing the sign structure with the light
meter pointed at the center of the EMD and measured from the edge of the
travelway of the nearest public roadway or at the property line of any
residential regulatory zone.

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

(t)

(m)

(n)

(o)

Page 41 of 58



Section 1f 0.505.35 Prohibited Siqns. The following types of signs and displays are prohibited:

(a) Signs which constitute ahazard to traffic, motorists or pedestrians.

(b) Signs that block visibility from any intercection or driveway, as identified in Article
110.412.30, Public Safety, of this Code.

(b) Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, flame or other emissions.

(c) Signs which imitate or simulate offtcial signs, or which use blinking or intermittent
lights resembling danger or warning signs.

(d) Strobe lights or any moving beam of light.

(e) Signs on public property or rights-of-way; signs attached to utility poles, street-
light standards, trees or fences, except as provided for at Section 110,505.10
(Mobile and Temporary Signs) and Section 110.505.60 (Signs on Public and Utility
Property) of this Article.

(0 Moving signs, including wind signs and signs moved by forced air.

(g) Verticalsailsigns.

(h) Signs prohibited by any other Washoe County Gode provision.

(i) Any billboard that is not identified on the most current billboard inventory list as
adopted by resolution by the Board of Gounty Commissionerc.

Section 110.505.40 Permits and Enforcement.

(a) A permit is required to be issued by Washoe Gounty Building and Safety Division
for the construction of any new pernanent sign over 4 square feet in size and for
the repair of existing signs other than routine maintenance. Sign permits shall be
issued within 60 days from the date of submission of an application meeting all
applicable provisions of the Washoe County Code.

(1) lt is unlawful to erect or keep a permanent non+xempt sign whose sign
display area exceeds four square feet without firct obtaining a sign permit
from the Washoe Gounty Building and Safety Division. A sign permit is
required after an Administrative Permit or Special Use Permit is approved
by Washoe County as provided below.

(21 An application for a sign permit must be on forms provided and describe
the location, sign display area and dimensions of the sign, and the physical
characteristics of the sign (inctuding illumination), and must include a
listing of the location and display area of all other signs on the site. lf the
sign structure requires a building permit under the Washoe Gounty
Building Gode, plans and speciftcations of the structure must be included.
The fee established by resolution of the Board of Gounty Commissioners
must accompany the application.

(3) A sign permit shall be issued if the proposed sign complies with this
Article, and the sign structure complies with allapplicable building codes.
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(b)

(c)

l4l lf a decision on an application for a sign permit is not made and
communicated to the applicant within 60 days from receipt of complete
application (meeting all applicable provision of this Code) and fees, the
sign permit is deemed approved, unless othenvise agreed between the
applicant and the approving authority.

Administrative Permit. Except for exempt signs or signs governed by
110.505.40(c), an administrative permit purcuant to Article 808 of this Gode,
Administrative Permits, approved by the Board of Adjustment shall be required
pursuant to the provisions of Table 505.1 for any permanent sign. !n addition to the
findings required by Article 808, Administrative Permits, the Board of Adiustment
must find that the proposed sign complies with all the requirements of this Article.

Special Use Permit for Reqional Recreation. Travel and Tourism Siqns. A Special
Use Permit pursuant to Article 810, Special Use Permits, of this Code may be
granted by the Board of Gounty Gommissionerc to increase the size and height, as
is otherwise allowed in Table 505.{, for one freestanding sign, for each "Regional
Recreation, Travel and Tourism" development. Before granting a special use
permit, the Board of County Commissioners shall make allthe findings required by
Article 810 and al! of the following findings:

(1) The freestanding sign is located immediately adjacent to an interctate
highway having at least four travel lanes.

(21 The freestanding sign is located within % mile of an exit providing access
to the Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism or Unlimited Gaming
development from the interstate highway.

(3) There is only one freestanding sign exceeding 300 square feet within %
mile of any exit providing access to a "Regional Recreation, Travel and
Tourism" development, from the interctate highway.

(4) The freestanding sign is located on the same parcel of land or a parcel of
land directly adjacent to the "Regional Recreation, Travel and Tourism"
development.

(5) That the parce! upon which the freestanding sign is located has a
regulatory zone of lndustria!, Genera! Commercial or Tourist Commercial.

(6) That al! other applicable sections of the Development Gode and this Article
are met.

l7l The special use permit has been conditioned to require removal of the
freestanding sign upon discontinuance of the "Regional Recreation, Travel
and Tourism" principal use type.

(8) That approval of the special use permit for the enlarged sign will benefit the
general welfare of citizens of Washoe Gounty.

(9) The freestanding sign shall not be located within 500 feet from any
residential regulatory zone.
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(d) Enforcement. The Director may commence any enforcement proceeding
authorized under Article 910, Enforcement, of this Code regarding any sign which
is not consistent with any of the provisions of this Article.

Section 110.505.45 Gontinued Use and Maintenance of Nonconformino Outdoor Advertisins
Displavs and Framework. lf a sign is a "nonconforming outdoor advertising structure" as defined
by, and within the meaning of, NRS 278.0215, the provisions of Sections f 10.505.50 and
110.505.55 shall apply tci the sign in the same manner as those sections would apply to any other
non-conforming sign under this Article except:

(a) lf removed, the displays and framework may not be relocated to another site; and,

(b) To the extent that any provision in this Code conflicts with state statute,
Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising structures are subject to the requirement that
compensation must be paid if the sign is ordered removed or routine maintenance
is not authorized as provided in that statute.

Section 1f 0.505.50 Gontinued Use and Maintenance of Nonconformino Sions.

(a) Use and routine maintenance authorized. A non-conforming sign or a
nonconforming outdoor advertising display and framework may be used and
maintained in accordance with this section until the right is terminated as provided
in section 110.505.55.

(b) No chanqes. A nonconforming sign shall not be changed to an EMD and there
must be no change in the size, height, location or materials, and no enhancement
to the nonconforming sign.

(c) Gonformance with applicable law. The nonconforming sign must have complied
with and must continue to comply with all requirements that were in effect at the
time the sign was erected including any requirements in any special use permit,
variance, or other approval for the sign or the use of land.

(d) Maintenance required. Maintenance can and must be regularly performed on all
nonconforming signs so that they are kept in good and nonhazardous condition in
accordance with standards set out in this Article. A building permit may be
required before repairs or maintenance are performed.

Section 110.505.55 Termination of Nonconformins Use/Maintenance Riqhts. A nonconforming
sign shall be removed or brought into conformity with this Article when any of the following
events or circumstances occurs.

(a) Destruction. Destruction or damage of a nonconforming sign in excess of 50 per
cent of its material structura! value as a result of :

(1) A natural disaster, including, without limitation, a fire, flood, earthquake,
windstorm, rainstorm, and snowstorm; or,

(21 An event that is within the control of the owner of the sign.

A nonconforming sign damaged by an act of third party vandalism or other cause
beyond the control of the owner of the sign may be repaired. Proof of vandalism in
the form of a Washoe Gounty Sheriffs report must be submitted to Washoe
Gounty.
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(b) Termination of lease or rioht to use land. A nonconforming sign shall be
removed or brought into conformance upon the expiration or termination of any
land lease, license, or other right to use the land on which a nonconforming sign is
located.

(c) Abandoned Sion. A sign shall be determined to be abandoned when there has
been no copy displayed for 12 months. A notice shall be sent to the property
owner stating that the sign is apparently abandoned and that they have 30 days to
remedy the problem, by coming into conformance with the Development Code.
After that time period, removal of the sign will be enforced as provided in Article
910, Enforcement, of this Code.

(d) Develooment or redevelopment of land. lf property is being developed or
redeveloped with a new or a changed use(s), a public hearing is required before a
sign may be ordered to be removed.

(e) Discretionarv Approval(sl. lf an existing sign is not in compliance with the
provisions of a discretionary action such as a special use permit, variance, etc.,
the Director may order the sign removed or brought into compliance. Orders of the
Director are subject to appeal pursuant to Section 110.912.10 of this Gode.

(0 Hazard. As determined by the Director, after consultation with a licensed
professional engineer, that a nonconforming sign has become a public safety
hazard, the Director may order repairc or remova! as follows. Orderc of the
Director are subiect to appeal pursuant to Section 110.912.f 0 of this Gode.

(1) Repairs. The Director may order repairc to the nonconforming sign if in the
reasonable judgment of the Director, the cost of the repairc would be less
than 50 per cent of the sign's material structural value. To the extent
necessary to remove the hazardous condition, the Director may order a
change in the size, height, location or materials used in the nonconforming
sign, but shall not order any enhancement to the nonconforming sign that
increases illumination and/or the visua! effect of the sign.

l2l Remova!. The Director may order removal of the sign it in the reasonable
judgment of the Director, the cost of repairc would exceed 50 per cent of
the sign's material structural value, or if repairc are ordered and the order
is not complied with.

Section 110.505.60 Siqns on Countv Propertv.

(a) Sions Prohibited. No person may erect a sign on or over real or persona! property,
easements or rights-of-way owned by Washoe Gounty unless exempted purcuant
to Section I 10.505.05(b), Exemptions.

(b) Removal. Any sign found erected contrary to the provisions of this section shall
be removed by Washoe County. Advance notice of removal need not be given.
The removed signs must be stored for thifi (30) days. During that period, the sign
must be made available to the owner and must be returned upon payment of the
cost incurred in the remova!.
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(c) Additional Requlations for Siqns on Gountv Propertv. Unless otheruyise prohibited
by law, any percon may carry any flag, any hand held sign and any sign worn on
clothing:

(1) Anywhere in the Washoe County administration complex;

l2l ln any Washoe Gounty building, parking lot or area adiacent to any llUashoe
County owned or occupied building;

(3) ln any Washoe County park; or,

l4l !n any other part of a tltlashoe County property that is considered a
"traditional public forum" as defined by controlling law.

Othetwise, only Washoe County may place a sign on any property, right of way or
easement owned or occupied by tlUashoe County. The Washoe County Manager or
any penson or petsons designated by the County Manager may authorize a County
sign to be placed on Washoe County propefi for locational, directional, traffic
control or public safety, health and welfare purposes. Any other sign must be
authorized by the Board of Gounty Commissioners.

Section 110.505.65 Billboards. Billboards are signs larger than 450 square feet in size and/or are
identified on the most current billboard inventory as adopted by resolution by the Board of
County Commissionerc and maintained by the Community Services Department, Planning and
Development Division. Signs on the billboard inventory are legal nonconforming bitlboards as
these billboards do not comply with the standards established in table 505.1 of this Article.
Additionally, all such billboards shall compty with Sections 110.505.45, 110.505.50 and f 10.505.55
of this Article. The Director of the Planning and Development Division shall maintain and modify
the approved billboard inventory to reflect changes in jurisdictions (i.e. annexations, rollback of
sphere of influences, etc.) and removed billboards.

Section 1 1 0.505.70 Definitions.

Area ldentification Siqn. "Area identification sign" means a pernanent sign used to identify a
neighborhood, subdivision, commercial or office complex, industrial district or similar distinct
area of the community.

Billboard. "Billboard" means any sign larger than 450 square feet and/or identified in the most
current billboard inventory list as maintained by the Washoe County Gommunity Services
Department. The total number of permitted bittboards is determined by the most current biltboard
inventory adopted by resolution by the Board of County Gommissionerc and maintained by the
Washoe Gounty Community Services Department.

Buildinq Frontaqe. "Building frontage" msans the length of the face or wall of a completely
enclosed building which fronts directly on a public roadway.

Buildinq Sion. Refer to "wall sign".

Business Frontaqe. "Business frontage" means the length of the ground floor building frontage
occupied by an individual building occupant. An occupant may have more than one (1) business
frontage if it occupies buitding frontage facing on two (2) or more pubtic roadways.

Copv. "Copy" means letters, numbers, language, symbols or pictures.
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Directional Siqn. "Directiona! sign" means a permanent sign which directs the flow of traffic or
pedestrians.

Director. "Director" means the Director of the Planning and Development Division of the
Gommunity Services Department of Washoe County or his/her designee.

Directorv Siqn. "Directory sign" means a sign, or a group of signs designed as a single display,
which gives information about the location of businesses, buildings or addresses within a
residential, office, commercial or industrial complex.

Electronic Messaqe Displav (EMD). "Electronic message display" means a sign that is capable of
displaying words, symbols, figures or images that can be electronically or mechanically changed
by remote or automatic means.

Erect. "Erect" means to arrange, build, construct, attach, hang, paint, place, suspend, affix or
otherwise establish a sign.

Flashinq Siqn. "Flashing sign" means a sign which uses blinking, flashing or intermittent
illumination or light reflectors, either direct, indirect or interna!.

Freestandino Siqn. "Freestanding sign" means a sign which is supported by its own framework
apart from a building and which is not regulated as a billboard.

Gross Floor Area. "Gross floor area" means the total horizontal areas of all enclosed floors of a
building, including cellars, basements, mezzanines, penthouses, corridols, and lobbies from the
exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a common wall separating two building,
but excluding any space with a floor-to-ceiling height of less than 6 feet 6 inches.

Heioht of Siqn. "Height of sign" means the vertical distance from the topmost part of a sign to the
finish grade at the base of the sign.

Holidav Decoration. "Holiday decoration" means any display commonly associated with a local,
state, national or religious holiday, and which is not left in place for more than fofi-five (45)
consecutive days during any single observance.

Linear Site Frontaoe. "Linear site frontage" means the linear dimension of a site abutting on a
public roadway.

guod

t+e14fvt of
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Material Structural Value. "Material structural value" means the cost of labor and materia!
necessary to erect a sign. The terms does not include any revenue or expenses related to the
lease of rea! property upon which the sign is located.

Maximum Siqn Displav Area. "Maximum sign display area" means the total sign display area
permifted per Table 505.{.

Mobile Siqn. "Mobile sign" means a sign supported by a sign framework that is mounted on
wheels, skids or other device designed to make the framework conveniently movable or portable.
Mobile signs include vehicles, trailerc and frameworks not structurally attached to the ground or a
building.

Monument Sion. "Monument sign" means a freestanding sign generally having a low profile with
little or no open space between the ground and the sign copy.

r--iYi--

Movino Siqn. "Moving sign" means any sign which includes visible moving or rotating parts or
beam of light.

Nonconforminq Outdoor Advertisinq Displav and Framework. "Nonconforming outdoor
advertising display and framework" as defined in NRS 278.0215171.

Nonconforminq Siqn. "Nonconforming sign" means a sign which was constructed or erected in
confomance with all applicable county ordinances and codes in effect on the date the sign was
firct displayed but which does not conform subsequently because of a change to the County
codes or ordinance.

Official Sion. "Official sign" means any sign erected by or at the direction of a governmental
agency.

Permanent Siqn. "Permanent sign" means any sign which is designed, constructed and affixed at
the site in such a manner that it cannot be conveniently moved from place to place.

Proiectinq Siqn. "Projecting sign" means a sign which is supported by a decorative bracket or
hanger and extends at right angles from the face of a building. This deftnition shall also include
any sign which, because of its shape or thickness, extends more than 12 inches from the face of a
building when mounted flat against the face of the building.

l+lonutnent
3\n
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Public Roadwavs. "Public roadways" means a street or highway that is improved, designed or
ordinarily used by the public for vehicular travel and which is shown upon any plat, subdivision,
addition, parcel map or record of survey of any county, city, town or portion thereof duly recorded
or filed in the office of the county recorder, and which is not specifically designated as a private
road or a nonpublic road.

Repair of a Siqn, "Repair of a sign" means the replacement of framework and support material of
an existing sign with the same material with no change in the support system of the existing sign.

Residential Lot. "Residential !ot" means any parcel of land or building used exclusively for
residential purposes. Residential lots may also include any accessory buildings, uses and exterior
space that are ancillary to the residential use.

Roof Sion. "Roof sign" means a sign painted on, supported by or aftached to the roof or roof
structure of a building. This definition does not include a sign attached flat against the wall of a
penthouse, or other integral part of a building, which projects above the main roof.

Routine Maintenance. "Routine maintenance" means normal repair and upkeep of the structural
integrity and appearance of a sign or outdoor advertising display framework. The term does not
include any increase in the size or height of the sign or sign framework or any addition or
enhancement to the the sign or sign framework that increases the visual effect of the display
and/or framework or increases the impact on the use of the land in that area around the display
and/or framework. Such improvements are classified as non-routine maintenance.

Siqn. "Sign" means (i) a device, including but not limited to a pennant, flag, verticat sail, wind
sign, forced air tube, sound speaker, or light whether or not it contains copy, displayed for the
purpose of aftracting attention, or (ii) a visual display of copy designed to identify, announce,
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entertain, direct, advertise, or communicate information. lf the device or display is part of a sign
structure, the term "sign" includes the framework.

Siqn Displav Area. "Sign display area" means the part or parts of the sign which contains copy.

Siqn Framework. "Sign framework" means those parts of a sign designed to support it in place
but does not include the area of the sign display.

S. "Site" means any parcel of land which includes any unit or contiguous units of land in the
possession of or recorded as the propefi of one penson.

Temporarv Siqn. "Temporary sign" means any non-illuminated sign not designed to be
permanently attached to a building or structure, or anchored to the ground, and intended to be
displayed for a limited amount of time and then removed.

Vertical Sail Siqns. "Vertical sail signs" means signs of varying shapes and sizes, single or
double sided, that are usually attached to a single pole, but may have a two pole design, that are
staked into the ground or weighted on hard surfaces, and that move in the wind. Gommonly
referred to as flying banners, wind sail signs, feather flags, vertical flags, flutter flags or vertical
sai! signs. Most are of fabric type material and can be used indoors but are primarily used
outdoorc to promote retail establishments, grand openings or attract visitorc from the roadway.

Wall Siqn. "Wal! sign" means a sign which is painted on, supported by or attached to a watt or
other vertical surface of a building.

Wind Sion. "Wind sign" means any sign, part of a sign or series of signs, designed or erected in
such a manner as to move when subjected to wind pressure or forced air.

Window Sion. "Window sign" means any sign that is placed inside a window and is visible from
the exterior of the window.

Page 56 of 58



1.

SECTION 5. General Terms.

2.

A11 actions, proceedings, matters and things heretofore
taken, had and done by the County and its officers not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are
ratified and approved.

The Chairman of the Board and the officers of the County
are authorized and directed to take all- action necessary or
appropriate to effectuate the provi-sions of this ordinance.
The District Att.orney is authorized to make non-substantive
edits and corrections to this Ordinance.

A11 ordinances, resolutions, bylaws and orders, or parts
thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance
are hereby repealed to the extent only of such
inconsistency. This repealer shal-1 not be construed to
revive any ordinance, resolution, bylaw or order, ot part
thereof, heretofore repealed.
Each Lerm and provision of this ordinance shall be val-id
and shal-l- be enforced to the extent permitted by l-aw. If
any term or provi-si-on of this ordinance or the application
thereof shall be deemed by a court of competent
jurisdlction to be i-n vj-olation of law or public policy,
then it sha11 be deemed modified, ipso facto, to brlng it
within the limits of val-idity or enforceability, but if it
cannot be so modified, then it shall be excised from this
ordinance. fn any event, the remainder of this ordinance,
or the application of such term or provision to
circumstances other than those to which it is inval-id or
unenforceable, shal1 not be affected.

3.

4.
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Passage and Effective Date

This ordinance was proposed on by Commissioner

This ordinance was passed on

Those voting "aye" were

Those voting "nay" were

Those absent were

Those abstaining were

This ordinance shal1 be published and shall be in force and
effect immediately upon the date of the second publication as
set forth in NRS 244.700.

Marsha Berkbigler, Chair
Washoe County Commission

ATTEST:

Nancy Parent, County Cl-erk
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Exhibit D - Scenic Nevada's Proposed Lighting Standards

Proposed Billboard Brightness Standards and Application for
Washoe County

Based on considerable research, field measurements, and human factors studies
spanning decades, the following language is proposed for a Washoe County ordinance
to address "brightness" limits for digital billboards and on-premise signs.

Below, we have relied upon Article 502, Billboard Regulations, and 504, Srgn

Regulations, of the Washoe County Development Code, dated November B,20Lt,for
the basic terminolory currently in use, and for our proposed additions or
modifications to this terminology.

SECTION 502
Billboard Regulations

Section 110.502.00 Purpose.
(a) Impose reasonable standards on the number, size, height,luminance and
location...

(1) Prevent and relieve needless distraction, glare and clutter
resulting from excessive, unnecessarily bright and confusing sign
displays;

[d) Eliminate hazards to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists brought about by
distracting and excessively bright signs.

sEcTtoN 504
SIGN REGUUITIONS

Section 110.504.05 Purpose.
(a) [No change).

(1) Impose standards on the number, size, height,luminance and
location...

(i) Prevent and relieve needless distraction, glare and
clutter resulting from excessive, unnecessarily bright
and confusing sign displays;

(2) (No change)

(3) Eliminate hazards to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists brought
about by distracting and excessively bright signs.

(b) ... For creating needless distraction, glare and clutter...
L



Section 110,504.10 Definitions. (Add or amend the following):

Bright. brightness. "Brightness" means the subjective attribute of visual perception
in which a source appears to be emitting or reflecting light. It is the perception
elicited by the luminance of a visual target. For purposes of this Section, brightness
means luminance.

Candela Per Meter Square (cd/m2). "Candela Per Meter Square (cd/m21" is the
standard used for measurement of luminance of a source or target. It is the
equivalent of "niL"

Civil Twilight. "Civil Twilight" means that time that begins in the morning, and ends
in the evening, when the center of the Sun is geometrically 6 degrees below the
horizon. This is the limit at which twilight illumination is sufficien! under good
weather conditions, for terrestrial objects to be clearly distinguished; at the
beginning of morning civil twiligh! or end of evening civil twilight, the horizon is
clearly defined and the brightest stars are visible under good atmospheric
conditions in the absence of moonlight or other illumination. In the morning before
the beginning of civil twilight and in the evening after the end of civil twilight
artificial illumination is normally required to carry on ordinary outdoor activities.

Disability Glare. "Disability Glare" means the temporarily impaired vision of objects
in the visual scene, with or without associated discomfort, caused by intense light
sources in the field of view.

Discomfort Glare. "Discomfort Glare" means the sensation of annoyance or pain
induced by overly bright light sources in the field of view.

Glare. "Glare" means a visual condition in which there is excessive contrast or an
inappropriate distribution of light sources that disturbs the observer or limits the
ability to distinguish details and objects. Glare can be generally described as either
Discomfort Glare or Disability Glare. Glare reduces visibility due to: (a) reduction in
brightness of the scene due to constriction of the pupils in response to the glare
source; (b) reduction in contrast of the scene due to the scattering of light from the
glare source within the eye; [c) reduction in contrast of the scene due to the
scattering of light in particles in the air during precipitation; [d) reduction in
contrast of the scene by veiling luminance from the glare source shining onto the
windshield.

Internal lllumination. "lnternal illumination" means illumination produced by a light
source contained within a sign and which may or may not be directlyvisible from
outside.

Luminance. "Luminance" means a photometric measure of the Iuminous intensity
per unit area of Iight travelling in a given direction. It describes the amount of Iight
that passes through or is emitted from a particular source, and falls within a given
solid angle. The unit of measurement of luminance is "candela per meter square
(cd/m21" or "nit."



Nit. nits. "Nit" or "nits" means candela per meter square [cd/mz). The two terms are
equivalent.

Nit Gun. "Nit Gun" means an instrument that measures light intensity in terms of
luminance. A Nit Gun is equivalent to a Photometer.

Photometer. "Photometer" means an instrument that measures light intensity in
terms of luminance. A Photometer is equivalent to a Nit Gun.

Section 110.504.x Nighttime Luminance Limits for Signs.

[a) Applicability. This Section applies to all signs, including 0n'
-Premise, 0ff-Premise, Electrically animated and flashing signs and

electronic variable message signs.

tb) Maximum Luminance - Urban Areas. No sign covered by this
Section shall present a display or any part of a display that exceeds
150 nits between the end of civil twilight in the evening and the
beginning of civil nvilight in the morning.

[c) Maximum Luminance - Suburban and Rural Areas. No sign
covered by this Section shall present a display or any part of a display
that
exceeds 100 nits between the end of civil twilight in the evening and
the beginning of civil twilight in the morning.

(d) MeasurementandRecordingofMaximumLuminance.

(1) Luminance shall be measured using a calibrated,
certified photometer.

[2) Luminance measurements shall be taken during the hours
between the end of evening civil twilight and the beginning of
morning civil twilight.

(3) Luminance measurements shall be taken from a position as

close to the sign being measured as reasonably possible.

(a) The photometer shall be positioned for measurements such that
the sign being measured fills the central circle of the viewfinder

fthe "measurement area"). If the sign being measured contains
multiple colors, the photometer shall be positioned such that an
area of the sign displaying all white fills the measurement area. If
the area being measured does not fill the measurement area, it will
be necessaryto move the photometer closer to the sign until this
takes place.

(5) At least five (5) measurements shall be made for each sign or
sign areas, and the readings recorded.



(6) The recorded measurements, including the date and time
made and the permit number for the sign(s) in question shall be
provided to [TBD) within thirty (30) days.

Section 110.504.n Daytime Luminance Limits for Signs.

(a) Applicability. This Section applies to all signs, including On-Premise,
Off-Premise, Electrically animated and flashing signs and electronic
variable message signs.

(b) Maximum Luminance. No sign covered by this Section shall present a

display or any part of a displaythat exceeds 3000 nits between the end of
civil twilight in the morning and the beginning of civil twilight in the
evening.

(c) Measurement and Recording of Maximum Luminance.

(1) Luminance shall be measured using a calibrated, certified
photometer.

(2) Luminance measurements shall be taken during the hours
beginning two hours after the end of morning civil twilight and two
hours prior to the beginning of evening civil twilight.

(3) Luminance measurements shall be taken from a position as
close to the sign being measured as reasonably possible.

( ) The photometer shall be located for measurements such that
the sign being measured fills the central circle of the viewfinder
(the "measurement area"). If the sign being measured contains
multiple colors, the photometer shall be positioned such that an
area of the sign displaying all white fills the measurement area. If
the area being measured does not fill the measurement area, it will
be necessaryto move the photometer closer to the sign until this
takes place.

(5) At least five (5) measurements shall be made for each sign or
sign areas, and the readings recorded.

(6) The recorded measurements, including the date and time
made and the permit number for the signfs) in question shall be
provided to (TBD) within thirty (30) days.

Section 110.504.yy Dimmine Capability for Signs.

(a) Applicability. All signs that have the capability for automatic or remote
luminance adjustment shall be equipped with technolory that automatically
adjusts the sign's luminance in direct correlation with ambient Iight
conditions. In no case shall such capability permit the sign to operate at
luminance levels greater than those set forth herein.



Section 110.504.w Comnonent or Svstem Failure.

(a) Applicability. In the event that any component of the sign, including, but
not limited to, its display, control, communication, design, or other
operational component causes any portion of the display to fail or
malfunction, the sign owner or operator shall take immediate action to turn
the display off, or reduce the entire display to its minimum possible
luminance level. The display shall remain in this condition until the problem
has been resolved.



August 24, 2015

Dear Honorable Washoe County Commissioners,

Please do not approve the proposed draft sign code for the county.

Previous generations appreciated the beauty ofthe Truckee Meadows enough to protect most
of it. And today, through no work of our own, we inherited scenic vistas that define our unique
sense of place. We are the beneficiaries and stewards of thas legacy. Out of respect to past

and future generations, our responsibility is large but simple, leave the place better than we
found it.

Tragically, this responsibility is lost on some county commissioners whom, according to county
staff, are directing them to rewrite county code to allow digital billboards. According to
Commissioner Hartung this is to repay a debt that county citizens owe to one influential citlzen
who wants a digital billboard because he helped the county during economically trying times
while others did not open their wallets. What favor did he do for the county that is worth
abandoning the good work of previous generations, undermining the sign code working group,

rewriting our sign code in a nonsensical way that opens the door for billboards throughout the
county and allowing digital billboards where none existed before? Apparently, all of this
pretense is to repay one person for opening a seasonal business. This is nothing less than
unwarranted governmental assistance in its worst form.



Digital billboards are one of the most controversial forms of unavoidable advertising invading
America right now. They are objectionable to the public. They are aggressively consuming
viewsheds and commercializing public spaces at an alarming rate. They are highly profitable for
a few at expense to community aesthetics, driver safety, property values, and energy
consumption. More requests for these mega advertisements will follow if the county reverses
itself on 13 years of trying to protect our scenic heritage in order to repay this unjustifiable debt.

Washoe county staff shamelessly supports the false claim that the county doesn't allow
billboards. This is disingenuous and misdirection. Washoe County Commissioners need to

understand, staff has taken the code in a radical and unconventional direction. Contrary to
decades of standard practice where businesses are identified by on-premise signs and

advertising (billboards) are defined as off-premise signs, staff has, contrary to almost every
jurisdiction in the country, made up a new definition for a billboard that defies logic. Rather than

defining it by it's function, they are defining advertising signs by size. This unorthodox
interpretation violates legal precedence already established nationally, in Nevada State Statute
and in every community surrounding the county.

This goof-ball interpretation is designed to allow one citizen to obtain a digital billboard, but the
negative unintended consequences are two-fold:

First, every sign allowed in the county can now advertise products and services not on the
premise where the sign is located. And second, the majority of billboards we see around the
Truckee Meadows which are not super-sized (over 450 sq ft) are no longer called billboards.

It's an absurd concept and will become unmanageable in practice.

Washoe County = not a billboard. Rest of country and common sense = billboard.



The pressure to change the code to meet the needs of a constituent illustrates the problem

when community planning is driven by ad hoc wishes of businesses, developers, sign
companies, and the outdoor advertising industry instead of measured planning. lt results in

unfair situations where some businesses profit at the expense of others and the community.

Lavender Ridge is a local wedding venue- This billboad has cut into their busrness and sh,nes
into the homes on the ddge. Which business is helping the community? Which huding?

Desirable communities around the country understand the concept of scenic heritage and are
balancing the pressure of development and commercialization through smart community
planning and development codes. They subscribe to a fundamental practice. Their desirability,
quality of life and economic vitality are directly dependent upon preserving and marketing their
location and natural assets.



Gig Harbor, Washington's Point Fosdick shopping center is a new hub of economic prospeity
with 30 stores and sensitive design with strong sign codes. /t's an upscale feeling place with no
digitals, no billboards, and small monument signs.

Mid-Town, Reno. A wo* in progress. Another community trying to reinvent itself but how much

of a role does billboard advefiising have in helping or hufting this economic transition?

Truckee lVleadows has an unprecedented opportunity to improve our brand. Our reputation

around the country is undergoing a needed transformation as visionary industries and arts like

Tesla and Burning Man adopt and gift us with a chance to piggy-back on their success building

a renewable energy future and an internationally coveted meld of culture, arts and technology.

But, rather than step-up and direct our economy towards geotourism, sustainability and

state-of-the-art industry, we are arguing on behalf of lowest common denominator
ways to make a buck off of Tesla commuters and Burning lvlan participants. There are many

other alternatives for our influential citizen to profit from a billboard that are not on the backs of
Washoe County taxpayers. And consider the businesses that will seek equal and fair treatment
because they are excluded from a bogus RRTT category that was truly only invented to meet a

specific citizen's need.

Understand that strong sign code promotes a fair playing field for every business and creates a

community where citizens are proud because it isn't an environment of tacky display advertising

shouting for attention around every corner. lt's time we respect the work of those who came

before us and protect the future for those to come. Please set a higher bar for Washoe County.

Sincerely,

Jofin l{ara



65 Woodchuck Ct.

Reno, NV



THE
CHAMBER
Reno.Sparks.Northern Nevada

August 25,2015

To: Washoe County Board of County Commissioners
From: Tray Abney, Director of Government Relations
Re: Agenda ltem # 15

Dear Board of County Commissioners:

On behalf of The Chamber of Reno, Sparks, and Northem Nevada, we want to commend you for taking
up this issue and working to update your sign ordinances. As the sign industry modernizes, we think it is
important that your development codes keep up as well.

To be clear, The Chamber supports a sign code that includes reasonable restrictions on digital signage,
ensuring that our small businesses and other job creators are able to communicate with people in our
community, while at the same time ensuring that our residents have the quality of life that they have come
to expect in our region.

ln regard to digital signage, we believe that restrictions are appropriate in the areas of: brightness, size,
flip times between images, transition method, and transition duration. While we cannot speak for the sign
industry, we know that they are willing to work with the county on all of these issues.

The proposed language that you have before you tonight is a good first start, but we still have concerns
about the 20-second hold time for static images (the national standard is eight seconds), the size
limitations in commercial zones that already allow larger non-digital signs, and the limitation on digital
signs on roads that have fewer than four lanes.

The Chamber is urging this Commission to take another look at these areas specifically and strive to work
with your counterparts in the cities of Reno and Sparks to ensure that your commercial area sign codes
are as similar as possible.

We know from the experience of other communities that, when installed in a responsible manner, digital
signs can increase the value of a commercial property, bring more customers through the doors of a small
business, enhance job creation, and create more tax revenue for our local governments.

Sign technology has changed. We can allow these important tools to be utilized in our community in a
responsible manner that will enhance our business climate and our quality of life.

Thank you for your service and please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other matters.

Sincerely

a"'-.6/^-
i,^v */"v )

Director of Government Relations

44g S.Virginia St., #200 Reno, NV 89501 | 1n51636-9550 | www.TheChamberNV.org



From: LoriWray lmailto:lwray@marlwm l
Sent: Friday, August 2L,20L5 3:55 PM

To: Berkbigler, Marsha; Jung, Kitty; Lucey, Robert (Bob) L; Haftung, Vaughn; Herman, Jeanne
Cc: Parent Nancy; Smith, Catherine; Slaughter, John
Subject: Aug. 25, Public Hearing Item 15 - Draft Sign Code

Hello Commissioners and County Staff,

l'm attaching for the record a copy of petition signatures and comments concerning the Washoe County

draft sign code. Here is a link if you care to view the petition online:
http://ore.salsalabs.com/o/2436lp/dia/action3/common/public/?action KEY=18207

We are able to pull the comments and arrange the results in alphabetical order, and listing the
addresses of those who signed. At the hearing on Tuesday we will submit another set with the
additional signatures that may come in over the weekend.

l'm also attaching for the record a copy of our PowerPoint presentation. As we are only permitted three

minutes, we will not have enough time to present this at the hearing. lwould appreciate it, if this is

made part of the commissione/s packet and/or the public record. This is the same presentation we

emailed to commissioners on Wednesday for their information.

Thanks very much,

LoriWray

Lori Wray, Director
Scenic Nevada

150 Ridge Street

Reno, NV 89501
775 348-8877
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