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FROM: Vahid Behmaram, Community Services Department, Water Management
Planner Coordinator, vbehmaram@washoecounty.us 954-4647

THROUGH: Dwayne Smith, P.E., Division Director, Engineering & Capital Projects,
Community Services Department, 328-2043, desmith@washoecounty.us

SUBJECT: Authorize the Chair to recommend conditional approval of Water Right
Application 86233 to the Nevada State Engineer, proposing to export 7000
acre-feet of ground water from Mud Meadows hydrographic basin in northern
Pershing County to Lyon, Storey and Washoe Counties for use at the Tahoe
Reno Industrial Park, with the State Engineer approval to be conditioned upon
review of more current hydro-geologic analysis of estimated available
perennial yield within this basin. (Commission District 4.)

SUMMARY

Staff requests the Board of County Commissioners (Board) authorize the Chair to
recommend conditional approval of Water Right Application 86233 to the Nevada State
Engineer.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Stewardship of our
community.

PREVIOUS ACTION

The Board has not taken previous action in regard to the subject Water Right Application
86233.

On February 23, 2016, the Board recommended the approval of Water Right Application
85348 to the Nevada State Engineer, proposing to change the point of diversion and place
of use of 4.00 acre-feet of ground water rights from Douglas County to Washoe County
in the Tahoe Basin.

On November 12, 2013, the Board recommended approval of Water Rights Applications
83083 through 83086 to the Nevada State Engineer, proposing to change the point of
diversion and place and manner of use of 89.736 acre-feet of ground water rights from
Washoe County to Storey County.

The Board has made numerous previous recommendations to the State Engineer to
approve or deny water rights applications for intra-basin/inter-County transfer of water in
the Tracy Segment Basin within the Interstate 80 corridor or within the Tahoe Basin.
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BACKGROUND

On May 25, 2016, Rodney St. Clair through agent Stanka Consulting LTD, filed Water
Rights Application 86233 with the Nevada State Engineer’s Office. Application 86233
proposes to appropriate a new water right from an underground source within Mud
Meadow hydrographic basin in Pershing County. The manner of use is Municipal and
the place of use encompasses lands within Lyon, Storey and Washoe Counties for use at
the Tahoe Reno Industrial Park. State Engineer’s records indicate existing ground water
appropriations totaling 5759.16 acre-feet and an estimated available perennial yield of
13,000 acre-feet for the Mud Meadow hydrographic basin. The request for this
additional 7,000 acre-feet of ground water is therefore within the available perennial
yield estimate. However, the estimate originates from USGS Open File report 78-768, a
report over 30 years old. Staff recommends that the State Engineer seek additional
current data and analysis to determine a more accurate estimate of available perennial
yield within this basin as part of the consideration of this application.

Chapter 533.363, Section 1, of the Nevada Revised Statutes, requires that the State
Engineer notify the County Commissioners of the county of origin and the county of
destination. Furthermore, NRS. 533.363, Section 4, addresses the responsibilities of the
Board of County Commissioners in this matter. A copy of NRS 533.363 is attached for
review.

Upon consideration, the Board may recommend a course of action to the State Engineer,
but the recommendation is not binding on the State Engineer.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact associated with this staff report.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended the Board of County Commissioners authorize the Chair to
recommend conditional approval of Water Right Application 86233 to the Nevada State
Engineer, proposing to export 7000 acre-feet of ground water from Mud Meadows
hydrographic basin in northern Pershing County to Lyon, Storey and Washoe Counties
for use at the Tahoe Reno Industrial Park, with the State Engineer approval to be
conditioned upon review of more current hydro-geologic analysis of estimated available
perennial yield within this basin.

POSSIBLE MOTION

Should the Board agree with staff’s recommendation, a possible motion would be:
“Move to authorize the Chair to recommend conditional approval of Water Right
Application 86233 to the Nevada State Engineer, proposing to export 7000 acre-feet of
ground water from Mud Meadows hydrographic basin in northern Pershing County to
Lyon, Storey and Washoe Counties for use at the Tahoe Reno Industrial Park, with the
State Engineer approval to be conditioned upon review of more current hydro-geologic
analysis of estimated available perennial yield within this basin.”



NRS 533.363 State Engineer to notify county commissioners of application to use water in county
other than that in which it is appropriated or currently diverted or used.

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, if water for which a permit is requested is to be
used in a county other than that county in which it is to be appropriated, or is to be diverted from or
used in a different county than that in which it is currently being diverted or used, then the State
Engineer shall give notice of the receipt of the request for the permit to:

(a) The board of county commissioners of the county in which the water for which the permit is
requested will be appropriated or is currently being diverted or used; and
{b) The board of county commissioners of the county in which the water will be diverted or used.
2. The provisions of subsection 1 do not apply:
(a) To an environmental permit or a temporary permit issued pursuant to NRS 533.436 or
533.504.
(b) if:
(1) The water is to be appropriated and used; or
(2) Both the current and requested place of diversion or use of the water are, within a
single, contiguous parcel of real property.

3. A person who requests a permit to which the provisions of subsection 1 apply shall submit to
each appropriate board of county commissioners a copy of the application and any information relevant
to the request.

4. Each board of county commissioners which is notified of a request for a permit pursuant to this
section shall consider the request at the next regular or special meeting of the board held not earlier
than 3 weeks after the notice is received. The board shall provide public notice of the meeting for 3
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in its county. The notice must state the time,
place and purpose of the meeting. At the conclusion of the meeting the board may recommend a course
of action to the State Engineer, but the recommendation is not binding on the State Engineer.

(Added to NRS by 1981, 782; A 1991. 758; 2011. 1565; 2013, 498, 3679)
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RE: Application 86233
Ladigs and Gentleman:

Rodney St. Clair, through his agent, Michael A. Stanka, P.E., filed Application 86233 on
. May 25, 2016. This application proposes to appropriate the public waters of the State of Nevada,

Application 86233 proposes a point of diversion in the NW % NW Y% of Section 26, Township 35
1/2 North, Range 25 East M.D.B.&M., located in Pershing County. The proposed manner of use
is municipal. Proposed point of diversion is in the Mud Meadow Hydrographic Basin (026) and
the place of use is within the Brady’s Hot Springs Area Hydrographic Basin (075), Fernley Area
Hydrographic Basin (076), Tracey Segment Hydrographic Basin (083), Carson Desert
Hydrographic Basin (101), Churchill Valley Hydrographic Basin (102) and the Dayton Valley
Hydrographic Basin (103).

The proposed place of use of Application 86233 is described in the attachment “Exhibit
A” from the application filed with the Office of the State Engineer and is located within Lyon,
Storey and Washoe County.



Pershing County
Churchill County
Lyon County
Storey County
Washoe County
June 3, 2016

RE: 86233

Page 2

Copies of the application and supporting map can be viewed and/or printed from the
Division’s website http://water.nv.gov,

As a result of this proposed filing, our office is required to notify the County
Commissioners of all counties pursuant to Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 533.363. I would like
to draw your attention to NRS 533.363 Section 4, which addresses the responsibilities of the
Board of County Commissioners in this matter. A copy of NRS 533.363 is enclosed for your
convenience.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Kelw;i‘é:kenbottom, P.E.

Deputy State Engineer

KH/ab/js

Enclosure:  Copy of NRS 533.363
cc: Michael Stanka



NRS 533,363 State Engineer to notify county commissioners of application to use water in county other than
that in which it is appropriated or currently diverted or used,

- Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, if water for which a permit is requested is to be used in g
county other than that county in which it is to be appropriated, or is to be diverted from or used in a different county
than that in which it is currently being diverted or used, then the State Engineer shall give notice of the receipt of the
request for the permit to:

(a) The board of county commissioners of the county in which the water for which the permit is requested will
be appropriated or is currently being diverted or used; and
(b) The board of county commissioners of the county in which the water will be diverted or used.
2. The provisions of subsection | do not apply:
(a) To an environmental permit,
by If:
(1) The water is to be appropriated and used; or
(2) Both the current and requested place of diversion or use of the water are,
= within a single, contiguous parcel of real propenty.
3. A person who requests a permit to which the provisions of subsection 1 apply shall submit to each
appropriate board of county commissioners a copy ofhis application and any information relevant to his request,

i8 received, The board shall provide public notice of the meeting for 3 consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in its county, The notice must state the time, place and purpose of the meeting, At the conclusion of the
meeting the board may recommend a course of action to the State Engineer, but the recommendation is not binding
on the State Engineer,

(Added to NRS by 1981, 782; A 1991, 758)
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 OFFICEOF
0.8, ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS

JUNGO RANCHES
Rodney St. Clair

8319 Clark Rd. Marsing, (D 83639
208-896-4352 jungoranches@hotmail.com

June 14, 2016

Washoe County Board of Commissioners
PO Box 11130
Reno, Nevada 89520-0027

Subject: Rodney St. Clair's Application 86233

We have recently filed an application [No. 86233] to appropriate groundwater from
the Mud Meadow Hydrographic Basin (026). The Division of Water Resources has
sent a letter dated June 3, 2016 (attached), notifying your office of this application.

Application 86233 was submitted to replace previously-submitted application
number 85902. The manner of use, place of use, and amount of water to be
appropriated is the same as application 85902, The point of diversion was moved
to a more accessible location. Application 85902 was withdrawn on May 26, 2016.

Please give me a call if you have any questions concerning this application.

Sincerely, 2.47, //%Z

Rodney St. Clalr



The attached document was submitted to the Washoe

County Board of Commissioners during the meeting

held on A3 o

by s

for Agenda Item No. /¢

and included here pursuant to NRS 241.020(7) as

amended by AB65 of the 2013 Legislative Session.
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