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Recommendation to approve a request for sponsorship of 4th of July
celebrations: Reno Celebrates America (at Rancho San Rafael Regional
Park) - $20,000; Star Spangled Sparks (at the Sparks Marina) - Sparks
Chamber of Commerce - $7,500 for day activities; and City of Sparks
Parks and Recreation Department - $15,000 for costs associated with
production of Star Spangled Sparks; and if approved, authorize the
Chairman to execute contracts upon receipt for these grants; and approve
execution of a resolution necessarv for this action.

SUMMARY
The Board is asked to approve a request to sponsor 4'n of July celebrations by providing
Community Event Sponsorship Grants totaling $42,500 for two events (there are three
grant recipients): $20,000 grant to Reno Celebrates America (includes $2,000 to be used
for facility use fees for Rancho San Rafael Regional Park); $7,500 grant to the Sparks
Chamber of Commerce, and $15,000 grant to the City of Sparks Parks and Recreation
Department for Star Spangled Sparks at the Sparks Marina.

County Priority/Goal supported by this item:
o Support a Healthy Econorny--Support Healthy, Vibrant Downtowns
o Preserve and Enhance Our Quality of Life

PREVIOUS ACTION
Reno Celebrates America (formerly Slqfire)
2OOS Reno Celebrates America (formerly Skyfire) returned to Rancho San Rafael

Regional Park. Washoe County Commission granted $18,000 and waived the
$2,000 park fee. The Board directed staff to submit an annual request through
the budget process for future 4fr ofJuly celebrations.

2004 Washoe County Commission granted $5,000, and a fee wavier for use of
Rancho San Rafael Regional Park in the amount of $2,000 (however, Skyfire
was not held at Rancho San Rafael, and therefore the fee waiver was not used).

2003 Due to budget shortfalls, there was no grant provided by Washoe County,
however the County did waive the $2,000 park use fee.

2002 Washoe County Commission granted $10,000 and waived the $2,000 park fee.
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2001 Washoe County Commission granted $10,000 and waived the $2,000 park fee.
2000 Washoe County Commission granted $10,000 and waived the $2,000 park fee.
1999 Washoe County Commission granted $8,000 and waived the $2,000 park fee.
1998 Washoe County Commission granted $8,000 and waived the $2,000 park fee.

Star Spangled Sparks:
2005 Washoe County Commission granted $15,000 to City of Sparks Parks and

Recreation Department, and $7,500 for day activities at Sparks Marina to
Sparks Chamber of Commerce.

2004 Washoe County Commission granted $5,000 to City of Sparks Parks and
Recreation Department,

2003 Due to budget shortfalls, no grant provided by Washoe County.
2002 Washoe County Commission granted $9,600 to City of Sparks Parks and

Recreation Department for the daytime celebration held at the Sparks Marina.
2001 Washoe County Commission granted $5,000 to City of Sparks Parks and

Recreation Department for the daytime celebration held at the Sparks Marina..

BACKGROT.JI\D
As outlined above, the Board of County Commissioners has previously provided support
to the two 4th of JuIy celebrations held in the community. In October 2005 the Board of
County Commissioners directed staff to submit an arurual request through the budget
process for future 4th of July celebrations. Because of the timing of the Washoe County
budget process and timing for the funding requirements of the event sponsors, the request
for funding the 2006 celebrations is before the Board at this time. All future funding
requests for 4th of JuIy celebrations will be submitted to the Board through the annual
budget process.

FISCAL IMPA.CT
Should the Board approve this recommendation the fiscal impact of this action is
$42,500; funds are available in the FY05-06 Community Support Program Payments to
Other Agencies account (1 83 I 00-7 I 0400).

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners approve a request for
sponsorship of 4'h of July celebrations: Reno Celebrates America (at Rancho San
Rafael Regional Park) - $20,000; Star Spangled Sparks (at the Sparks Marina) - Sparks
Chamber of Commerce - $7,500 for day activities; and City of Sparks Parks and
Recreation Department - $15,000 for costs associated with production of Star Spangled
Sparks; it is also recommended that the Board authorize the Chairman to execute
contracts upon receipt for these grants. Finally, it is recommended that the Board
approve execution of the resolution necessary for this action

POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Board accept staff's recommendation, a possible motion would be', "I move to
approve the request for sponsorship of 4th of JuIy celebrations as follows: Reno
Celebrates America - $20,000; Sparl<s Chamber of Commerce - $7,500 for Star Spangled
Sparks' day activities at Sparks Marina; and, City of Sparks Parks and Recreation
Department - $15,000 for costs associated with production of Star Spangled Sparks; and

further, to authorize the Chairvnan to execute contracts upon receipt for these grants, and

further, move to approve execution of the resolution necessary for this action."
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Washoe County
RequertNo.,
(For County Use Only)

sPr:crAL PTIRPOSE AWARD REQTIEST

AGENCY IN]IORMATION

1. Name of Agency: Reno Celebrates America, dba Reno Sparks Washoe Corrnty Sklrfire

2. Mailinlg Address: P.O. Box 2777,Reno, NV 89505

3. Contacf Person: IohnD. Murphy PhoneNumber: 775-3U4440, ort. 3515
Email Address: johndm@charter.net

4. Amourrt of Grant Request $20,000.

5. Descrihe the agency and mission/purpose: Reno's official community tndependence Day
celebration, Reno Celebrates Amqica (forrrerly Sk5fire) is run by an all-t'olunteer board
of direr*ors, Our mission is to provide the community with a free fuly 4- event featuring
entertainment and activities for people and families, orlminating in a specanrlar exhibit
of pyro,technics to celebrate ouf ndion's independence.

PROGRAM ]NFORMATION

Name ofProg:am: Reno Celebrates America

l. Identify the program goal and provide a narrative description of what opecific servioe or
services are to be provided and how services will be delivered.

The goal of Rrxro Celebrates America is to provide the community with a fre Julry 4m went
featuring entertainment and activities for people and families, anlminating in a spectacular
exhibit of pyrcrtechnics to celebrate our nation's independence

We will feature activities and entertainment for both kids and adults, including a pie eating
contest and bir:ycle decorating coftest, dong with musical enitertainment on the nain stage
leading up to the highlight of the elening - a spectacular fi.reworks display set to music.

Considering tha! at present, there is no single venue nor af,e there adoquate zupport services to
host such a celebration in just one site, Reno Celebrates America provides an esscntial outlet for
$Cople to celebrate ournation's birthday in a fanily-friendly, park setting as an oction. Many
,ffi-ryidents consider this annual oelebration in Rancho San Rafael to be the ar@'s primary
W'# fireworks event.
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2, Describe the target population to be served, where the s€'rvices will be delivered and your
service area.

The ta.r'lget population includes the residents ofRe,no and Sparks, bnrt also orte'nds to
adjacent comrnunitiesthroughout Washoe Coumy. Families are aprirnary target"
although people of all ages atte,lrd this celebration.

Ranchc, San Rafael Park is the site for Reno Celebrates America, as it has Seen for many
years.

3. Identi$ your Outcome Measures (Objectives)
Do not provido more than three objectives. Use the following example as a modd. Your
objectives ma1' look different from the orample btrt ehould include the service, nrmber of clients,
type of clients, percentage of zuccess, description of positive results and a method for measuring
results.

Through the provision of (service) to (number of projected clients) (type of clients), (X
percent) will (description of positive renrlts) as measured by (nrethod for memrring results).

By providing a free July 4m celebration to approximately 380,000 residents of \trashoe County,
Rlno Celebrates America hopes to foster community spirit, encourage family par:icipatioq pride
and,.patriotism, Since these rhings are relatively intangible, they can only be quaffified bythe
number of people pttendrng the cvent, based on their past operiencos. last year''s Reno
Celebrates Anrerica went was very susce$sful atraoting over 20,000 people to Rancho San
Rafael Park al'rne. We hope to increase this numter to 25,000 and will estimate attendance
through law etforcement and event managemont.
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BUDGET IMIORMATIONT
4. Program Expenses (SHOW WHOLE DOLLARS ONI-Y, NOT CENTS):

In the first cotrmn please include liast year's entire budgst for this project. In the 'tocond oolurnn
please provide the entire budget for this year for this project. In the third column please show
ody tG dollars that arebeing requested from Washoe County and what those dolars will be
spent on.

Program Expenses trY 2004-20Ut
TOTAL

tY 2005-2006
TOTAL
Budget

r.r 200$2006
TOTAL

Grant Request

Prrrotechnict 3800( 380m 1800(
Pwotechnics Incidentalr (

Securitr 2t4l 300(
Lichts/Sound/Stasr 695( 730(

Emerg'onsy lvlanagement Servicer (

Entertainment I t5( I 15(
Eguipment Renta u! 30(

Portable Toilar 299: 300(
Portabl e Lichtins/CordVCreneraton 2624 270{l

WasteManagemenr 30(
DOE 107( 120(

Artwork/Printinr 629 50(
Event Inrurancr t491 900(

I.icenses & Associated Feer 58: 20c
Field Supplies- Sanr (

Field Suoolies-Bobcar (

Field Suoolies - SisnVcen€ral Msc 6: 10(
Po$agt 665 80(

Photocopyint 9: l0(
Management Fee/Sierra Eventsr 900( 60fr

Kids Area Activities Suoolier 41 l0(
SoonsorFulfillmen 4S 50(

Contingencr ( 150(
Rancho San Rafael - Park Rental*i ( 200( 200(

*includes :[3.000 due from 20f,F,l20fr:
**Parh Rental fee waived in 2001

TOTAL EXPENSES 7521t 7775{i 2000(
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5, Budget Justifioation:
Explain hoi ylu derived at each line item figure forthis grant requgst. For_exaTnle' ltt . -
orptaining a salary request, include job title, hourly or annual rate of p1y, 41rg" benefit (if

"plfioUt[ 
ratr: and number ofhours or perceit oftirne to be dedicated to this grant and the

riiponsibiiities of the staffperson. If your request is greater than your agencyls prwious

grant emount pleese provide iustification for the increase.

All line item figures are based on 2005 actual ocpenditures, frctoring increases where arnicipated
or actually quc'ted for 2006.

We based our::eguest for $20,000 onthe following:

1. The Ciry ofReno has already grantedReno Celebrates Anerica $1E,fl)0 forthis year's

event, tirnds which have been earrrarked specifically for the purchase of gnotechnics.
We are asking for Washoe County to matoh the City ofReno's funding, u$ing the same
criteria-

2. We harrc received funding and fee waivers from \lrashoe County in prwicnrs years for
both Sl<ylire and Reno Cilebrates America, provided the amount, including P{k{ps'
*", .qu-i*rulent to and not greder than total funding provided for the Sparks Iuly 4'
celebration and activities.

PAGE A5



64/L7/28A8 69:43 7753244572 RENO NEWS & REVIEUI

Additional information or materials may be attached as necessary-
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Washoe County
Request No.
(For County Use OnlY)

SPECIAL PURPOSB AWARD REQUEST

AGENCY INFORMATION

1. Name of Agency: City of Sparks Parks and Recreation Department

2. Mailing Address: 98 Richards Way, Sparks, NV 89436

3. Contact Person: Stan Sherer
Email Address: ssherer@ci.soarks.nv.us

4. Amount of Grant Request $15.000.00

Phone Number: (775) 353-2376

5. Describe the agency and mission/purpose:
Our mission is to provide for the health, inspiration and recreation opportunities of the people

of Sparks through the creation and maintenance of high quality programs, facilities and

community special events. Dedication and preservation of natural resources will ensure the

opportunity for high quality leisure experiences for generations to come.
We touch lives every day through our comprehensive parks system and award-winning
recreational programs and events. Maintaining existing service levels with a fast growing

community and its related demands has its challenges. With a recent 96Vo public

satisfaction rating on the appearance of the parks, and a92vo satisfaction level for the

recreation programs offered, our team is on track with meeting the needs on the Sparks
community.

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Name of Program: Star Spangled Sparks - city service costs for the fireworks.

1. Identify the program goal and provide a nanative description of what specific service or
services are to be provided and how services will be delivered.
The overall goal is to provide a safe, family environment for all ages and abilities.
The City of Sparks provides city services before, during and after the Star Spangled
Sparks event. These services include venue preparation, maintenance and clean-up in the
realm of garbage, electrical needs, crowd control and public safety.

2. Describe the target population to be served, where the services will be delivered and your
service area.
This annual event is conducted on Victorian Square in Sparks and attracts residents from
throughout the Truckee Meadows.



3. Identify your Outcome Measures (Objectives)
Do not provide more than three objectives. Use the following example as a model. Your
objectives may look different from the example but should include the service, numbet of clients,
type of clients, percentage of success, description of positive results and a method for measuring
results.

Through the provision of (service) to (number of projected clients) (type of clients), (X
percent) will (description of positive results) as measured by (method for measuring results).

Provide support to event producer with venue preparation and clean-up.

Provide for the safety of the 25,000 event participants
through the provision of public safety personnel.

Provide crowd and traffic controls.

1 . )

2.)

3.)



BUDGET INFORMATION:
4. Program Expenses (SHOW WHOLE DOLLARS ONLY, NOT CENTS):

In the first column please include last year's entire budget for this project. In the second column
please provide the entire budget for this year for this project. In the third column please show

only thb doilars that are being requested from Washoe County and what those dollars will be
spent on.

?rogram Expenses Fv 2004-2005
TOTAL

FY 2005-2006
TOTAL
Budget

tr"r 2005-2006
TOTAL

Grant Request

lalary $16,437 $20,020 $15,000
ringe $ 52r $ 93s

lquipment purchase

?rofessional fees $ 195 $ 202
fffice supplies
Joeratine supplies
lood for Drogram
Jpecial assistance to individuals
felephone
lostase and shipping $ 300
Jccupancv - Rent

- Insurance
Utilities

lquipment rental $ 496 $ 8ss
Vlaintenance and repair
lrintine and publications

Advertisins & promotion

Iravel and trainins
lonference/convention/meetings
Membership dues and resistration
Dues to parent/affiliated org.
Appropriated for special pumose

lomputer software
Jubscriptions
Vehicle ooeration
Liabilitv/other insurance
f,ther (specify)

TOTAL EXPENSES $17,649 $22,3L2 $15,000


