
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Board:  Southwest Truckee Meadows CAB 

Date: June 2010 

From: Lorrie Adams, County Liaison, phone: 328.2720 and email: ladams@washcounty.us  

Hot News: 
Washoe County Health District: www.washoecounty.us/health  
Annual Mosquito Abatement program: Health District began its annual aerial mosquito 
abatement applications on Thursday, May 20, continuing through September 2, 2010. For 
more information, visit www.washoecounty.us/health or the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention at www.CDC.gov 
 
North Tahoe Preservation Alliance: www.ntpac.com 
New Zealand Mudsnail discovered:  A new, non-native aquatic invader, New Zealand 
mudsnail, was discovered on a boat at an off-ramp inspection station in Meyers on May 25. 
It has also been detected in the Owens River Valley, the Cosumnes River Valley and other 
wetland locations throughout the California Central Valley. The mudsnails, which prefer 
streams, rivers and creeks, are typically transferred from water body to water body via non-
motorized boats like canoes, kayaks and other assorted paddle operated watercraft. For 
more information, contact North Tahoe Preservation Alliance at 775-831-0625 or visit: 
www.ntpac.com or email: Preserve@NTPAC.com 
 
Board of County Commissioners (BCC): www.washoecounty.us/bcc/agendas.html  
2010-11 Budget Approved: County Commissioners approved a general fund budget of 
nearly $308 million which reflects almost a 10% reduction from the 2009-10 budget. With 
this new budget, Washoe County has reduced spending by $123 million and eliminated 
about 600 positions in the last four years in response to declining sales tax and property tax 
revenues which comprise about 75% of the total general fund. The general fund is about 
45% of the County’s total budget of nearly $700 million. 
 
Voluntary Labor Cost Concessions: County Commissioners, Elected Officials, County 
Manager, senior management and division heads have all taken voluntary labor cost 
concessions equivalent to a 3.7% salary reduction plus contributing $25 per pay period 
toward their health care costs to help meet the $25 million budget deficit projected in the 
2010-11 budget. Negotiations are current underway with the County’s employee 
associations regarding concessions for represented employees. Employees have taken wage 
reductions and eliminated scheduled cost of living raises in the past couple years. 
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Primary Election Results Canvassed: Washoe County Commissions officially “canvassed” 
(approved) the 2010 Primary Election results on June 15, 2010. The 2010 Primary Election 
Highlights: 

• Voter Turnout: 33.7% (72,194 voters out of 214,164 registered to vote)—highest 
primary election voter turnout in 12 years 

• Early Voters: 26,246 (36.3% of turnout) 
• Election Day Voters: 39,542 (54.8% of turnout) 
• Absentee Ballot Voters: 6,406 (8.9% of turnout); 82% of all absentee ballots 

requested were returned (7,841 absentee ballots requested) 
• Party Turnout: Democrats 29.3% (24,861 voted out of 84,734 registered); 

Republicans 49.5% (41,780 out of 84,444); Nonpartisans 12.3% (5,553 out of 
44,986) 

• 14 Early Voting Locations (5 public, 9 private commercial) 
• 94 Election Day Polling Places 
• 805 Edge Touch Screen Voting Machines Used for Election Day and Early Voting 
• 559 total Poll Workers for Election Day and Early Voting (60 were county employees 

who served as polling managers and asst. managers) 
• Final Election Results Reported at 10:04 p.m. on June 8, 2010 

 
Public Works: www.washoecounty.us/pubworks 
I-580 Interchange During High Winds: Eastlake Blvd is a secondary truck route which means 
when both 395 and 429 (Bowers Rd) cannot be used because of high winds, oversized 
vehicle, construction or some other restriction, trucks will be directed down Eastlake Blvd.  
Construction at the interchange of the new I- 580 with the existing US 395 and SR 429 will 
begin this summer with completion in approximately one year. Nevada Department of 
Transportation (NDOT) will be directing truck traffic from US 395 onto SR 429 during wind 
events.  
 
Solar Photovoltaic Panels Installed: Washoe County has begun installing solar photovoltaic 
panels at the 9th and Wells County Administration Complex. The installation at the Complex 
is one of three solar photovoltaic projects currently underway at County facilities. The other 
two projects are located at the Northwest Library and Washoe County Senior Center.  
Funding for the entire $722,460 project comes from a $401,200 Department of Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant and $600,000 in NV Energy SolarGenerations 
Rebates Program reimbursements. For more information, contact Dave Solaro at 328-3624 
or email: dsolaro@washoecounty.us 
 
Carbon Footprint: Interested in knowing what your carbon footprint is and ways to reduce it?  
Visit www.washoecounty.us to find out your earth’s impact.    
 
Washoe County Juvenile Services: www.washoecounty.us/juvenilesvs 
Beginning on June 4, 2010, the Charles M. McGee Center, located at 2097 Longley Lane, 
Reno will cease its overnight operation of youth residential services. The suspension is the 
direct result of departmental reductions needed to meet the County’s budget shortfall. The 
McGee Center will continue daytime operations Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm. 
Services will include the reception, processing and case management. For youth who may 

Washoe County Update   Page 2 of 6 

http://www.washoecounty.us/pubworks
mailto:dsolaro@washoecounty.us
http://www.washoecounty.us/
http://www.washoecounty.us/juvenilesvs


require overnight residential placement, Juvenile Services is currently negotiating respite 
care contracts with community providers. The McGee Center will also offer on-site services 
through a Day Program for female youth. Services will include a Washoe County School 
District site and afternoon programming through a referral and screening process. These 
efforts are in alignment with the County’s goals of maintaining service levels, maximizing 
employment and achieving sustainable labor costs. For more information, contact Elizabeth 
Florez at 325-7871 or email: eflorez@washoecounty.us 
 
Fire Services: www.washoecounty.us/mgrsoff/fire_services 
New Fire Station Grant Accepted: County Commissioners accepted a $2.5 million FEMA 
grant to build a new fire station to serve the Arrowcreek area. In the short-term, the existing 
Bowers fire station 4-person crew will be split into a 2-person crew for both the Bowers and 
Arrowcreek stations with seasonal fire crew stationed at Bowers during wildland fire season. 
Commissioners directed the Fire Chief to work with staff to develop a long-term staffing and 
funding proposal for the new station. Construction could begin within a year with a possible 
completion date of June 2011. 
 
Community Relations:  
Washoe County Needs You!: There is still time to register to volunteer for the 75th annual 
National Association of Counties (NACo) Conference Thursday, July 15 through Tuesday, July 
20, 2010. We will provide everything you need to volunteer, including training and t-shirts.  
Training will be held on June 23 @10:00 am; 11:30 am and 6:00 pm.  Once you register, 
specific training information will be emailed to you. For more information, contact Alice 
McQuone at 328-2699 or to sign-up, visit: www.washoecounty.us/citizens/volunteers.html   
 
Washoe County Library System: www.washoecounty.us/library 
Tahoe Rim Trail: A Trail Like No Other: This 165-mile, -24 inch, single-track trail is open to 
hikers, equestrians and mountain bikers (in most areas). The trail follows the ridge tops of 
the Lake Tahoe Basin and crosses six counties and two states. In recent years the TRTA has 
expanded its mission to include education and fostering an appreciation of the natural 
wonders of the Rim Trail. For more information visit: www.tahoerimtrail.org 
 
Chautauqua: In collaboration with Nevada Humanities, Washoe County libraries will present 
several programs during Nevada Humanities Chautauqua. Visit the library and enjoy an 
informative workshop in keeping with this year’s theme, Public Legends, Private Lives. These 
are not Chautauqua performances in costume or in character. All programs are free and 
open to the public. For dates, times and locations, visit: www.washoecounty.us/library 
 
For more information on programs and events, visit: www.washoecounty.us/library 
 
Regional Parks and Open Space (RPOS): www.washoecounty.us/parks 
Robert Z. Hawkins Amphitheater:  A “pdf” version of the calendar of events scheduled for 
June and July is now available at www.washoecountyparks.com , 
www.hawkinsamphitheater.com and on the Washoe County Regional Parks and Open Space 
Facebook page. 
 

Washoe County Update   Page 3 of 6 

mailto:eflorez@washoecounty.us
http://www.washoecounty.us/mgrsoff/fire_services
http://www.washoecounty.us/citizens/volunteers.html
http://www.washoecounty.us/library
http://www.tahoerimtrail.org/
http://www.washoecounty.us/library
http://www.washoecounty.us/library
http://www.washoecounty.us/parks
http://www.washoecountyparks.com/
http://www.hawkinsamphitheater.com/


Melio Gaspari Water Play Park: in Spanish Spring’s Lazy 5 Regional Park is scheduled to 
open on Thursday, June 10. The water play park will be open five days a week through 
Sunday, August 29 (Monday and Tuesday: closed; Wednesdays and Thursdays open from 
11am to 4pm; Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays open from 11am to 5pm). Features include a 
giant sunflower sprinkler, spilling buckets, “spitting” horses, a water tower, and other cool 
stuff out of the Old West. Covered pavilions may be reserved for birthdays and other special 
events. Daily admission is $3, children under 3 years old are admitted free.  
 
Free Summer Concert Series: Lazy 5 Regional Park announces another summer of FREE 
Wednesday evening concerts thanks to the generous support of community sponsors. Lazy 
5 Regional Park is located at 7100 Pyramid Lake Highway, Spanish Springs. All concerts 
start 6:30pm. For more information, please call: 424-1801.This year’s series features 
concerts between June 30 and September 1, 2010 and include local bands:  

• June 30: Motown and Top 40’s with Escalade   
• July 7: Blues Rock with Guitar Woody and the Boilers 
• July 14: Bluegrass with Rattlesnake Mountain 
• July 21: Celtic and folk music with Contraband 
• July 28: Classic Rock and Rock with Bad Neighbors 
• August 4: American Variety with Bias and Dunn 
• August 11: Classic Rock with Critical Mass 
• August 18: Classic Rock jams with Paisley Brain Cells 
• August 25: Boogie and Blues with Terrapin Road 
• September 1: Blues and Americana with the Colin Ross Band 

 
For more information on programs and events, visit: www.washoecounty.us/parks 
 
Washoe County Department of Water Resources (DWR): www.washoecounty.us/water 
Sewer and Water Utility Financial Assistance Program (Assembly Bill 54):  In 2009, Washoe 
County sponsored Assembly Bill (AB) 54 to authorize the County to establish a mechanism to 
provide financial assistance to help owners of a private on-site well and/or septic system 
convert over to a community water or sewer system. The legislation does not force private 
well and/or septic owners to convert over to a community water or sewer system 
 
Regional Water Commission Act: This act was passed by the Nevada State Legislature in 
2009 and requires that Truckee Meadows water management agencies to evaluate the 
possibility of consolidating public water providers in Washoe County and include the results 
of this evaluation in the 2011 update of the Regional Water Management Plan to the State 
Legislature. On December 10, 2009, the Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) and the 
Board of County Commissioners (BCC) met in a third joint meeting and unanimously 
approved the Interlocal Agreement (ILA). The ILA will govern and provide a framework for the 
merger process and allow the entities to develop and implement a plan to provide the most 
efficient operation of the combined water systems.  A final closing date has not been 
determined and will depend on when market conditions are right for debt restructuring.  
With the ILA providing the framework for the merger process, the transition will continue 
through most of 2010, addressing due diligence and risk allocation issues. For more 
information, please contact Laura Magness at 954-4643. 
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Sheriff’s Office: www.washoesheriff.com 
The Sheriff’s Office reminds citizens that drugs and/or alcohol usage plays a major factor in 
violent crime during graduation time. Detectives see that juveniles, both male and female, 
are using alcohol, illegal and prescription drugs at younger age, which increase the 
likelihood of placing themselves in dangerous situations. Alcohol is the foremost 
contributing factor in sexual assault cases being investigated by the Detective Division from 
May to July. The Sheriff’s Office recommends under-aged persons celebrate graduation in an 
alcohol/drug free environment, stay close to people you trust, don’t accept food or drinks in 
opened containers offered by unknown people, and avoid high-risk situations. The Sheriff’s 
Office encourages victims and witnesses to report violent crimes immediately. Call 911 in 
case of an emergency, for non-emergencies call 334-COPS or Secret Witness at 322-4900. 
 
Reno City Council: www.reno.gov 
Starting in June, 2010, Reno City Council meetings will convene at Noon. Public comment 
will continue to be heard at Noon, and will now be the first substantive item on the City 
Council agenda. Public hearings will commence no sooner than 12:15 pm and controversial 
public hearings that draw more public participation will continue to be held at 6:00 pm. The 
regular public meetings will still be held in the Council Chambers, or other properly noticed 
location. They will still convene on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month except 
for July, November, and December when the Council shall meet on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month and the month of August when the Council shall meet on the third 
and fourth Wednesday of the month. The new schedule will create staffing efficiencies 
permitting cost savings, while continuing to encourage public participation in City Council 
meetings. The meeting schedules and agendas are available at www.reno.gov 
 
Reno Justice Court: www.washoecounty.us/rjc 
Due to budget constraints, the Justices of the Peace at Reno Justice Court have authorized 
the Court Administrator to close the filing office doors to the general public one hour early on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. This one hour of uninterrupted desk time will 
provide a reduced court staff the opportunity to accomplish their daily work assignments 
and complete other backlogged duties without incurring overtime pay or compensatory time.  
Effective July 1, 2010, Reno Justice Court’s new hours of public operation will be:                         
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8am to 4pm and Wednesday from 7:30am to 
5pm. All court cases in process between the hours of 4 – 5pm on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday will proceed and all defendants involved in those cases will have the 
ability to register for various programs and/or pay or establish payment plans for imposed 
fines and fees. A payment drop box has been installed for customers seeking to make 
payments to the court after hours of public operation. For more information, contact Steve 
Tuttle at 325-6500. 
 
Reno Municipal Court: www.reno.gov 
Beginning July 2, 2010, the Reno Municipal Court will be changing its court operation hours. 
Changing the hours of operation will provide budgetary savings for the Court. The Court’s 
hours of operation will be 7:30 a.m. to 5pm, Monday through Thursday, and 7:30 a.m. to 
Noon on Friday. The Reno Municipal Court was successful in reducing its projected budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year by 21% through employee compensation reductions and a 
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reduction in spending. Salaries were reduced by 5% rather than losing employees through a 
reduction in force. A 38-hour work will be instituted for employees as well. All Reno 
Municipal Court staff, from entry level positions to the judiciary, participated in this plan, 
without exception. Visitors to the court will notice the information desk at the entrance to the 
Reno Municipal Court has been removed. For those conducting business at the court please 
check in at Window 1 of the Clerk’s office. Please remember to verify the court listed on 
citations or paperwork to help save time by not waiting in line for the wrong court. 
Individuals will still be able to make drop payments (check/money order only) for the Reno 
Municipal Court in the drop-box on the Court Street side of the Mills B. Lane Justice Center 
building. 
 
The City of Sparks: www.ci.sparks.nv.us 
Hometowne Farmer's Market: begins Thursday, June 10, on Victorian Square between 
Pyramid & 11th streets. Based on construction efforts between 11th Street and 14th Street, 
the portion of the market that typically was positioned in front of John Ascuaga's Nugget will 
now be located in the parking lot just east of the hotel/casino property. This year's market 
schedule features ten (10) different Thursday theme nights, which run from June 10 - 
August 19 from 4 to 9pm. The only off day during that stretch will be August 5th for Hot 
August Nights. As is customary, attendees are asked not to bring any glass containers, 
alcohol, or pets to the event.  For more information, call 353-2291 or visit: 
www.sparksrec.com  
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